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ROME: Pope Francis on Sun-
day, March 15 took a brief 
walking pilgrimage in the 

city of Rome, and prayed for an end 
to the coronavirus pandemic during 
a surprise visit to both the Basilica of 
St Mary Major and to a miraculous 
cross that traversed Rome during a 
16th century plague.

According to the Vatican, the Pope went to 
the basilica to visit the icon of Salus Populi 
Romani, Mary Protection of the Roman People, 
to invoke her prayers against the coronavirus 
pandemic affecting Italy and the world.

A priest of the vicariate of Rome, Fr Elio 
Lops, said Pope Francis was accompanied dur-
ing his visit by the Archpriest of the basilica, 
Cardinal Stanislaw Rylko.

Lops, who was present, said the Pope prayed 
silently before the icon for about 20 minutes and 
also stopped briefly at the chapel of the crucifix.

From the papal basilica, the Pope walked 
about half a mile on foot to the Church of San 
Marcello al Corso to pray before a miraculous 
crucifix which was once carried in procession 
through the streets of Rome during the plague 
of 1522.

According to the church’s rector, Fr Enrico 
Casini, Francis also stopped to pray before a 
statue of St Joseph.

Pope Francis “implored healing for the many 
sick, remembered the many victims of these 

days, and asked that their families and friends 
find consolation and comfort,” a Vatican state-
ment said.

The Pope also prayed for healthcare workers, 
doctors, nurses and those working to keep soci-
ety functioning while many are under forced or 
voluntary quarantine.

The Byzantine icon of Salus Populi Romani 
was also processed through Rome by Pope 
Gregory I in 593 for an end to the plague known 
as the Black Death.

The icon has been revered by the people of 
Rome for centuries and is considered a symbol 
of the city and its people.

According to Lops, Pope Francis wanted to 
make the visit to encourage Italians during the 
quarantine conditions across Italy.

“It was all a surprise,” Lops said, adding that 
Francis had wanted to go to the Basilica of St 
Mary Major on March 13, the seventh anniver-
sary of his pontificate, but being unable to, had 
told Cardinal Rylko he would come at another, 
unspecified time.

Rome, like all of Italy, is currently under 
lockdown, with people required to stay home 
except for strict cases of necessity. All non-es-
sential businesses are also closed.

The action by the Pope was not in any way 
intended to be against the decrees of the Italian 
government, Lops explained, but was meant 
as a sign of encouragement to Romans. It was 
“also risky in a certain sense for his health, be-
cause he is old,” Lops added.

Lops has been assigned to serve at the Ba-

silica of St Mary Major during the coronavirus 
lockdown in Italy.

Though public Masses have been suspended 
throughout the diocese, the Papal Basilica of St 

Mary Major remains open for prayer, confes-
sions and communion for any Catholics who 
may request it, Fr Lops said. — By Hannah                      
Brockhaus, CNA

For once you were darkness, but now in 
the Lord you are light. Live as children of 
light – for the fruit of the light is found in all 
that is good and right and true. Try to find 
out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no 
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
instead expose them. For it is shameful even 
to mention what such people do secretly.

Eph 5:8-12

Pope Francis walks down Via del Corso to pray at the Church of St Marcellus in Rome March 15, 
2020. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

O Mary, you shine continuously                                                     
on our journey as a 

sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, 

Health of the Sick.
At the foot of the Cross you participated 

in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.
You, Salvation of the Roman People, 

know what we need.

We are certain that you will provide, 
so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee,

joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,

to conform ourselves to the Father’s will
and to do what Jesus tells us:

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us,

through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.

A prayer to Our Lady of Good HealthPope Francis 
has composed 

a prayer to             
Our Lady, Health 

of the Sick, 
to implore her 

protection during 
the Covid-19 
coronavirus 
pandemic.

We seek refuge 
under your protection, 
O Holy Mother of God.

Do not despise our pleas – 
we who are put to the test – 

and deliver us from every danger, 
O glorious and blessed Virgin.

Pope Francis prays in front of a crucifix at the Church of St Marcellus in Rome March 15, 2020. 
(CNS photo/Vatican Media)
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The coronavirus pandemic should make 
us take stock of what really matters in 
our lives. 

For me, the key takeaway is that we must 
ensure we have a robust public healthcare 
system that can handle crisis and emergency 
situations. 

For too long, we have underfunded our 
government hospitals and clinics, spending 
only around two per cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP) on public healthcare. (The 
private healthcare sector spends another two 
per cent). We should be spending at least six 
per cent of GDP on healthcare.

The result of this underfunding is that our 
public hospitals are crammed, with beds be-
ing placed all over the place, as our poor spe-
cialists, doctors and nurses struggle to cope 
with their heavy workload. 

We are also critically short of ICU beds, 
with only 691 beds in 56 government hos-
pitals (Malaysian Registry of Intensive Care 
Report 2017).,

These beds are usually around 90 per cent 
occupied (2013-2017). Perhaps a more ideal 
optimum ratio should be around 70-75 per 
cent. 

If ICU beds are almost full during normal 
times, how do we cope during times of crisis 
or epidemic, let alone a pandemic?

This is why we need to ensure we have a 
proper public healthcare system staffed by 
the best medical experts and specialists in the 
country. 

This is one of the reasons China has been 
able to contain the rapid spread of the coro-
navirus in the country. The number of cases 
seems to have reached a plateau at around 
81,000 cases, with only a few new cases 
every day. 

China is showing us that the rapid spread 
of the coronavirus can be contained – even 
without a Covid-19 vaccine. The key seems 
to be some of its meticulous and stringent 
preventive measures, backed by strong politi-
cal will and the ability to marshal its tremen-
dous logistical and financial resources. 

In contrast, Italy, which spends 8-9 per cent 
of GDP on healthcare, has suffered greatly. 
Although its healthcare system was once one 
of the world’s best, it has been hit by short-
sighted healthcare spending cuts. So this was 
a crisis in the making for them after years of 
austerity cuts. (I have an academic friend in 
Italy who used to complain similarly about 
cuts in funding for universities as well.)

Even the United States is unprepared for a 
pandemic of this nature. Although it spends 

about 18 per cent of GDP on healthcare – 
that’s about double the average of the devel-
oped nations, much of it is inefficient or goes 
to the private sector. 

Some might even say that the US barely 
has a “public healthcare” system as such, ie 
to take care of those most in need of treat-
ment and who cannot afford private health-
care or medical insurance. 

For us in Malaysia, this is all the more rea-
son to ensure we have a strong, adequately 
funded public healthcare system and to sup-
port our medical staff. We need to stem the 
brain drain of experienced specialists, doc-
tors, nurses and support staff to the private 
sector by recognising and rewarding them 
without discrimination. 

The coronavirus pandemic has exposed 
our seriously misguided policy of focus-
ing on medical tourism instead of the needs 
of the local people. This has aggravated the 
brain drain to the private sector. 

The pandemic has also shown up our short-
sighted policy of charging higher fees for for-

eigners turning up at government hospitals. 
Undocumented migrants are also afraid of 
going to government hospitals for treatment 
for fear of being detained. 

The indirect exclusion of millions of mi-
grants from the public healthcare system 
worsens the situation during times of crisis 
and, thankfully, this has been recognised 
during the present crisis and some measures 
have been taken to encourage migrants to 
seek treatment. Our hospitals, should rightly, 
be open for all who are resident in the coun-
try, for treatment at minimal rates. 

A silver lining behind this pandemic is that 
we realise which of our activities are really 
necessary and which only add more stress 
and pollution to our lives.

By spending more time indoors, we may 
get a chance to smell the roses (or the scent 
of hot coffee), read a book, actually phone 
(instead of text) a friend or relative, listen to 
calming music.

Less traffic on the road will give nature 
some breathing space. Our air will be cleaner 
with less traffic on the roads. Perhaps we will 
rediscover our neighbours and establish local 
social solidarity. 

But many workers will suffer because of 
the weak economy and businesses being af-
fected. We can also reflect on the sudden 
takeover of a legitimately elected govern-
ment during this time of crisis. 

Let us continue to pray for a speedy end to 
this crisis.

Coronavirus pandemic should make 
us reflect on what really matters

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

The long story of the Man Born Blind 
is less about the miracle of the Lord 
restoring the man’s eyesight, and more 

about the man coming to faith despite tre-
mendous opposition.

Consider this: the story is 41 verses long, 
but the actual healing of the man takes only 
two verses at the very beginning of the read-
ing, verses 6 and 7:

When he had said this, he spat on the 
ground and made clay with the saliva, 
and smeared the clay on his eyes, and 
said to him, Go wash in the Pool of Si-
loam (which means Sent). So he went 
and washed, and came back able to see.
That was all there was to it, miracle-wise, 

anyway. But look at what follows: the man 
grows in faith despite the opposition, first 
from his neighbours who refused to believe 
that this was the man they had known, then 
from the Pharisees who argued that Jesus was 
sinful, then from his parents who were afraid 
of the Pharisees and the impact their son’s 
sight and faith could have upon them, then 
again from the Pharisees who declared that 
Jesus was not from God. The man responded 
by refuting their arguments, holding on to his 
faith in Jesus; more than that, growing in his 
faith in Jesus and, finally, before Jesus saying, 
“I do believe, Lord,” and worshipping him.

The Pharisees went in the opposite direc-
tion, becoming more and more determined 
to discredit Jesus. By the end of the reading, 
they were the blind ones and the Man Born 
Blind was the one who could see.

What I want to concentrate on today is this: 
what the Man Born Blind experienced as he 
grew in faith, the opposition he received, is 
the same as what we experience as we grow 
in faith. We will always be confronted with 
those who do not have faith and who want 

to convince us to give up our faith. Perhaps, 
you have already received some of this op-
position.  At school, at work, in the neigh-
bourhood, someone may say to you, “You’re 
Catholic? You don’t really believe all that 
stuff, do you?” Or they may come out with 
the old anti-Catholic bigotry such as, “You 
guys never read the bible,” or “You guys 
worship Mary making her a goddess,” or 
make statements about the Eucharist that are 
so blasphemous that I don’t dare repeat them 
here before the Blessed Sacrament. Or maybe 
you may come upon people who are not just 
anti-Catholic, but anti-Christian, or anti-God. 
They may challenge those areas of our faith 
that cannot be explained, but can only be be-
lieved, such as the Trinity, or Jesus as both 
God and man. 

You probably came upon professors in col-
lege, and possibly in high school, who chal-
lenged your faith, speaking to you as though 
you were a second grader. “Oh, isn’t that nice 
that you still believe those stories.” Then 
there are those who belittle us because they 
oppose our ways of living the Christian life, 
our morality, those actions we are convinced 
are right or wrong.

Why? Why do people have such opposi-
tion to our faith? Probably for a lot of reasons.  
One of them might be envy; they wish they 
could be part of a strong Church group, but 
instead of coming and joining one, they try 
to destroy those who do come. Another rea-
son might be intellectual arrogance. There are  
people who are so sure of their superior intel-
ligence, that they see all who take a step out-
side of reason and into faith as being idiotic. 

There is something else too that is defi-
nitely a part of the opposition we experience 
to Catholicism, to Christianity, and to being 
faith-filled people. That something else is 

the devil.  I do not want to scare you, but the 
devil is real.  He will do everything he can to 
get you and me away from Jesus Christ. The 
devil is working in all those who are trying to 
destroy our relationship with God. The devil 
cannot stand the fact that we go on retreats 
and grow closer to Christ. He cannot stand 
the fact that we are determined to be the sons 
and daughters of God that we were created to 
be. He uses every evil tool he can muster up. 
He knows how important friends are to us, 
so he uses friends against us. He knows how 
we want to develop and use our intelligence, 
so he makes us think that we are intellectual 
wastes. He knows how much we enjoy the 
advancements in technology, particularly our 
smart phone, so he has turned them into gate-
ways to the world of pornography. He knows 
how easily we can fall in morality, drugs, and 
sex, whatever, so he uses this against us with 
the most effective of all his lies: “Everybody 
is doing this. You do not really believe that 
there are things you should not do, places 
you should not go. Let go.  Do these things 
and you’ll have a wonderful experience, one 
which God is trying to keep from you.” This 
is the same argument that the wise scribes of 
Genesis put into the serpent’s mouth as he 
tempted Adam and Eve.

Have you ever noticed that when we slip in 
morality, or, perhaps, sadly, take a major tum-
ble, we begin to question our faith? That is 
evidence of the work of the devil. He will do 
everything; use every trick he has, to return us 
to a state of blindness. The devil is, after all, 
the prince of darkness.

However, we are not blind. We can see.  
We know how happy we are when we are 

with Jesus. Think of the experiences many 
of you have already had, camps and retreats.  
Adults, think about those first times that you 
held your babies and you felt more love well-
ing up in you than you ever thought possible. 
Think about how you talked to God about 
the wonder of life you held in your arms. We 
know where happiness can be found. We are 
growing in our faith because we want to per-
fect our vision until we see God face to face 
in heaven. Do you know what they call this 
meeting with God in heaven? They call this 
the Beatific Vision. The prince of darkness 
will do anything to keep us from the Beatific 
Vision. The prince of darkness wants us to be 
blind.

So men, ladies, do not let anyone or any-
thing steal the light from your eyes. Do not 
allow anti-Catholic or anti-Christian or anti-
Theist,  or immoral people, destroy your vi-
sion of the Lord. You and I need to put up 
a fight, a fight for the light that brings hap-
piness. We need to put up a fight with every 
fibre of our energy against the prince of dark-
ness. We need to fight for Jesus Christ. 

At the beginning of today’s Gospel Jesus 
exclaimed, “I am the Light of the World.” 
We pray today that we might allow the Light 
of Christ to grow within us and glow from 
us.  For it is only our union with Christ that 
will dispel the darkness of the world. —                          
By Msgr Joseph A Pellegrino

4th Sunday of Lent
Readings: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a;

Ephesian 5:8-14;
Gospel: John 9:1-41

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Fourth Sunday of Lent: The Fight for Sight
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26/3 KL South District Clergy Meeting
26/3 MCCBCHST Exco Meeting
28/3 Feast Day – Church of the   
 Annunciation, Raub
31/3 Chrism Mass – St Anthony’s   
 Church, KL
31/3-1/4 Monthly Clergy Recollection

ARCHBISHOP JULIAN LEOW 
KUALA LUMPUR ARCHDIOCESE

BISHOP BERNARD PAUL
MALACCA JOHORE DIOCESE

27-29/3 Seminar on Deliverance &   
   Exorcism – St Anne’s,    
   Bukit Mertajam

BISHOP SEBASTIAN FRANCIS
PENANG DIOCESE

27-29/3 Healing and Deliverance    
  Seminar – St Anne’s, Bukit   
  Mertajam
1/4 Mission School Meeting – Penang

Malaysian 
Bishops’ Diaries 

March/April 2020

KUALA LUMPUR: An interim exco 
has been elected to prepare for the na-
tional meeting of Caritas Malaysia.

The representatives of the Malaysian 
Diocesan Offices of Human Develop-
ment (OHD) met with their Chair, Bish-
op Bernard Paul of Malacca Johore and 
the Executive Secretary of the Bishops 
Conference, Charles Bertille, to discuss 
the establishment of Caritas Malaysia. 

The objective was to have a quick 
overview of the state of social-pastoral 
ministries and existing works in the dio-
ceses, to elect an interim exco to take 
forward the mandate of the Bishops’ 
Conference to establish Caritas Malay-
sia and prepare for the national meeting 
in May 2020. The day-long meeting on 
Tuesday, February 25, was held at the 
Archdiocese Pastoral Centre (APC), and 
facilitated by Charles.

The representatives felt that, gener-
ally, the social mission of the Catholic 
Church in Malaysia was weak and piece-
meal, and thus its impact on society was 
not felt. They felt that the need was to 
professionalise the social-pastoral min-
istries so they would be more system-
atic and cohesive, with research-based 
responses, capacity building of staff 
and volunteers. They also asked if the 
Church could allocate resources for full-
time professional staff and programmes, 

as volunteers alone were not sufficient. 
They saw the advantage of being part 

of an Asian and International network 
through the Caritas confederation, as it 
provides a time-tested framework and 
proven structure for carrying out the 
social-pastoral mission without having 
to re-invent the wheel. 

Alongside this there were also appre-
hensions about losing one’s identity and 
how it would be accepted by other com-
missions, heads and pastors. The Bishop 
Chair assured everyone that we would 
all walk in faith, and together develop 
a roadmap in phases. He also affirmed 
that Bishops too would subscribe to 
structural changes as no change takes 
place without changes in structures. As 
such, he said, there had to be a lot of 
unlearning and re-learning or formation 
for everyone. 

The representatives also decided to 
have a diocese wide consultation in the 
months of March-April to listen to the 
voices on the ground. A questionnaire 
has been sent out by the Exec Sec to 
all dioceses. This will help to keep the 
focus in the discussion and planning ex-
ercises. The findings will be brought to 
the National Caritas meeting May 4-7, 
2020. 

The representatives then proposed 
names for the interim exco from all 
three regions: Alvin Santhanam (Penin-
sula), Dominic Lim (Sabah), Fr Richard 
Ngumbang (Sarawak). Two others were 
invited by the Chair namely, Fr Alvin 
Ng SJ and Fr Bernard Hyacinth SJ. The 
five reps together with the Bishop Chair 
and Exec Sec will form the interim exco. 
They will meet via Skype to prepare for 
the upcoming national meeting.

Interim committee set-up 
for Caritas Malaysia

Caritas logo. Bishop Bernard Paul
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Indian bishop resigns to serve village parish
TAMIL NADU: A Catholic bishop in 
southern India noted for his simplic-
ity has resigned and is now assist-
ing a village parish in a “shocking” 
development for local priests and 
Catholics.

Bishop Sebastianappan Singaroy-
an resigned as bishop of Salem Di-
ocese in Tamil Nadu state. He now 
lives in a parish in the same diocese, 
helping out its main priest.

“It is a shocking development 
that our bishop has resigned,” said 
Swamy Dass, a Catholic leader and 
teacher in a diocesan school, on 
March 12.

The 68-year-old prelate, who was 
bishop for 19 years, resigned when 
he had seven more years to arrive at 
his canonical retirement age of 75.

The Indian bishops’ conference in 
a note on March 9 said Pope Francis 
had accepted the resignation of Bish-
op Singaroyan and appointed Bishop 
Lawrence Pius Dorairaj of Dharma-
puri as apostolic administrator of the 
diocese. It did not give any reason 
for the retirement.

However, in a March 9 letter to the 
clergy, religious and laity, Bishop 
Singaroyan said he retired because 
of health reasons but did not elabo-
rate.

Bishop Singaroyan, who was or-
dained bishop of Salem in October 
2000, asked his priest not to men-
tion his name in Eucharistic prayers 
anymore. He also thanked all the re-
ligious and priests for their coopera-
tion with him.

“It is unbelievable that Bishop Sin-
garoyan has demitted his office with-

out any warning,” said Dass.
The retired bishop was popularly 

known as a “people’s bishop” for his 
simple lifestyle, approachability and 
closeness to mostly village people in 
the diocese.

Fr Gregory Rajan, a former mem-
ber of the diocesan council, said on 
March 12 that the resignation came 
without warning.

“I was in a state of shock when 
the bishop announced his resigna-
tion at a surprise meeting. He made 
a difference to the lives of the peo-

ple. He was also a model of a simple 
lifestyle for priests, religious and all 
Catholics,” he said.

He mostly used public transport 
such as buses and trains or rode a 
motorcycle. He always had veg-
etarian food and avoided expensive 
clothing or footwear.

“He shunned all kinds of luxuries 
and comfort,” Fr Rajan said. “Even 
though he had an official car, he 
rarely used it. We had only seen him 
wearing shoes in photos when he 
visited the Vatican.”

He said the bishop insisted parish 
priests not prepare any special food 
for him during pastoral visits. “The 
best part of his love for his priests 
was that he never used any facility 
or luxury that his priests could not 
afford,” he said.

Bishop Singaroyan currently lives 
at a parish’s substation in Karpur.

Parish priest Fr Arulappan said the 
bishop “is so simple that he still con-
tinues to meet people who went to 
him. He also expressed willingness 
to serve the people if required in the 
small parish.”

He had visited all the Catholic 
families in the diocese during his 
time as bishop, said Fr Arulappan.

The diocese has about 89,000 
Catholics in 60 parishes.

Bishop Singaroyan refused to com-
ment on his situation, saying now he 
“lives a private life.”

The former bishop “poses a big 
challenge” to all bishops in India 
“who lead a king-like life,” said 
Shaiju Antony, a Catholic leader in 
neighbouring Kerala state, in a social 
media post.

Bishop Singaroyan holds a doctor-
ate in theology from the Pontifical 
Lateran University and a master’s 
degree in the local Tamil language. 
He also holds two other master’s de-
grees.

He was a professor of theology and 
director of pastoral ministry at Good 
Shepherd Major Seminary, Coim-
batore, and chairman of the Indian 
bishops’ Commission for Proclama-
tion from 2011 to 2015. — ucanews.
com

Bishop Sebastianappan Singaroyan, noted for his simplicity, visits a parish on a 
motorbike a year ago. He resigned as bishop of Salem Diocese in Tamil Nadu state and 
now lives in a village parish. (UCA News)
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Dear Brother Priests, religious and lay faith-
ful,

The past few weeks have been a difficult 
time for all of us as we had to face a three-
pronged challenge — a national political cri-
sis, the exponential growth of Covid-19 cas-
es and the disruption and alteration of many 
of our cherished Catholic customs for public 
health safety reasons. As your shepherds, we 
are fully aware of the pain, confusion and 
anxiety that many of you are experiencing.

We thank you for your cooperation in 
helping us implement some of the pastoral 
recommendations and public safety meas-
ures in each parish, for your prayers and for 
your continued resilience in trusting God’s 
Providence and deliverance.

Despite our expectation that the situation 
would improve, the situation has in fact 
worsened over the past weeks. Yesterday, 
the World Health Organisation (WHO), 
which has been monitoring the development 
of the situation world-wide, declared that 
Covid-19 is a pandemic, which by defini-
tion means, “the worldwide spread of a new 
disease.” The Director-General of WHO 
provided us with sobering details that “the 
number of cases of Covid-19 outside China 
had increased 13-fold, and that the number 
of affected countries has tripled.” By yester-
day’s count, we have 149 confirmed cases in 
Malaysia, which is an increase of 126 cases 
within a period of less than two weeks. The 
Malaysian Ministry of Health has issued ad-
ditional medical advisories which include 
postponing all “mass gatherings.”

Over the past weeks, we, the three arch/
bishops of the ecclesiastical province in 
Peninsular Malaysia, have issued several 
recommendations, advisories and chancery 
notices introducing both pastoral and safety 
measures in our effort to combat the spread 
of the infection. These steps, we had hoped, 
would serve to mitigate the risk of the in-
fection spreading but we also realise that we 
cannot adequately or fully exclude it alto-
gether, especially in large gatherings taking 

place within confined spaces.
As we witness the rise in numbers in our 

own country and the uncontained explosion 
in other countries where both civil and reli-
gious authorities had been slow in respond-
ing to the imminent threat, it is now time for 
us to put in place further measures, which 
may appear to be extreme, but we recognise 
that failure to do so may have dire conse-
quences resulting in an explosive outbreak, 
putting the most vulnerable in our commu-
nities at risk and placing further pressure 
on our heavily strained health services. It is 
therefore now our decision, a decision taken 
with a heavy heart and after much prayer and 
having consulted the panel of medical spe-
cialists in this field, that we wish to imple-
ment the following additional pre-emptive 
measures which are necessary to prevent a 
further spread of this viral infection:

1. All weekend and weekday pub-
lic masses will be suspended from 
March  14 (or March 13, if the state’s 
weekend begins on Friday) to March 
29, 2020. This coincides with the public 
school holidays. We therefore exempt 
all Catholics from fulfilling their Sun-
day obligation of assisting/ attending 
Mass during this period. This exemp-
tion is a temporary measure in the face 
of the current crisis. We will continue 
to monitor and review the situation to 
determine if the above period of sus-
pension needs to be extended beyond 
March 29, 2020. Please note that the 
Archdiocesan Social Communications 
Ministry of the Archdiocese of Kuala 
Lumpur is making arrangements to 
broadcast Masses over the weekends in 
the various major languages and week-
day Masses in English.
2. Priests are still required to offer Mass-
es in private for the spiritual good of the 
Church, the intentions of the faithful 
and the alleviation of the present crisis.
3. All catechism classes should be 
closed and catechetical programmes 

and activities should be cancelled dur-
ing this same period.
4. All meetings, gatherings, formations, 
RCIA sessions, fellowships and events 
in church or in the BEC are to be can-
celled and put on hold during this pe-
riod.
5. Any weddings or funerals are to be 
conducted privately with guests lim-
ited to immediate family members and 
close friends. Please contact your parish 
priest for further details.
6. For the sacraments of penance (con-
fession), anointing of the sick and Holy 
Communion for the home bound, kindly 
contact the parish office for an appoint-
ment with your parish priest.
The priests are to take the necessary 
health precautions in administering the 
Sacraments.
7. Churches, chapels or prayer 
rooms(where applicable), shall remain 
open for private and personal prayer 
and Eucharistic adoration according to 
the times scheduled by the respective 
parishes. Please contact your parish of-
fice/ parish website for details.
8. We also declare that March 19, 
2020, Solemnity of St Joseph, Spouse 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, protector 
of the Church, be designated as a day 
of prayer and fasting to invoke St Jo-
seph’s intercession and God’s inter-
vention for an end to this crisis.
Although a broadcasted Mass is no sub-

stitute for the obligation to assist/ attend 
Mass on Sundays and holy days of obliga-
tion, with the suspension of public Masses 
on Sundays and weekdays, watching the tel-
evised Masses could serve as a form of spir-
itual “devotion.” Other  recommended de-
votions should include reading the Word of 
God, especially the prescribed readings for 
the Mass of the day, praying the Holy Ro-
sary, making an act of spiritual communion, 

fasting, making other devotions e.g. Way of 
the Cross, Divine Mercy, etc.

We understand that many of the faithful 
would be extremely pained by this decision 
and we would agree that there is no equiva-
lent substitute to the inestimable spiritual 
value of the Holy Eucharist. But the present 
crisis leaves us with only two choices, to 
either continue with our present measures 
of mitigation OR to implement the whole 
range of social-distancing measures, which 
includes shutting down all mass gatherings 
of individuals to prevent further transmis-
sion of this virus. There is no evidence from 
countries which are now facing large out-
breaks that the first option will be sufficient. 
On the other hand, the experiences of other 
countries have taught us that social-distanc-
ing is able to contain massive outbreaks.

The current measures we are taking are 
also in accordance with the recommendation 
of the Ministry of Health issued on 11th of 
March 2020 to postpone all mass gatherings.

We continue to place our hope and trust in 
Almighty God and pray that He will bring a 
swift end to this crisis.

May Almighty God bless you and your 
families with good health, peace and abun-
dant graces.

Your Shepherds in Christ,

Rt Rev Sebastian Francis, D.D 
Bishop of Penang

Most Rev Julian Leow, D.D. 
Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur

Rt Rev Bernard Paul, D.D.
Bishop of Malacca-Johore

March 12, 2020

Suspension of Masses and other public gatherings 
of the faithful in the face of the Covid-19 pandemic

Pastoral Letter from the Catholic Bishops of Peninsular Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR: The Covid-19 
pandemic which has crippled every 
sector of global industry and dis-
rupted the  normal lifestyle of peo-
ple worldwide - saw Christians in 
Malaysia literally “going on their 
knees” before their personal com-
puters, to partake in  the celebration 
of the holy mass beamed livestream.  

The online Sunday worship, 
the first in the history of the local 
Church will be a unique feature be-
ginning March 14 till March 29, in 
response to a recent pastoral letter 
issued by the Catholic Bishops of 
Peninsular Malaysia. 

This was soon followed by an-
nouncements of Mass suspensions 
from the Arch/Dioceses in East Ma-
laysia.

Other churches too including the 
Anglican communities in West and 
East Malaysia have also taken simi-
lar measures to stall the spread of 
the deadly pandemic. 

So what was it like to celebrate 
the holy Eucharist via livestream? 

The Nathans comprising retired 
technician Nathan Mariasoosai, his 
wife Rose and daughter, Juanita, 
who live in Alam Megah, cleared 
their dinner table of all other para-
phernalia and placed an Acer PC on 
it, making sure it was fully charged 
to avoid a “low batt” situation mid-
way.   

The service commenced pre-
cisely at 10.30am beamed from the 
Church of the Divine Mercy, Shah 
Alam — with the main celebrant, 
Fr Andrew Kooi of the Holy Fam-
ily Church in Kajang, greeting his 
“online flock”. He was assisted by 
Kuala Lumpur Archdiocese chan-
cellor, Fr Michael Chuah who also 

presented the celebration in sign 
language for the benefit of the hear-
ing impaired.  

With both pastors at the altar, the 
liturgy for the Third Sunday in Lent 
commenced and ended with all rev-
erence and sanctity. 

After the nearly hour-long cel-
ebration was over, Rose said, it felt 
like she was physically attending 
Mass in the church. 

“There was so much solemnity 
and reverence in the home even be-
fore the mass, as we prepared our-
selves spiritually for this new online 
form of Sunday worship,” she says. 

I am grateful to the Church for 
providing this special service, oth-
erwise we will be like sheep with-
out our Sunday pasturing and left 
bereft of our pastor’s teaching for 
the week. 

Her daughter Juanita, a special 
needs child educator, said, though I 
was not physically in church, I felt 
somehow included in the celebra-
tion. I also felt blessed at the holy 

moment of consecrating the bread 
and wine. Our home felt like a sa-
cred place where the silence and 
symbols of the liturgy came alive so 
enchantingly.  

She added that although there 
was no distribution of holy com-
munion, the alternative ‘spiritual 
communion’ was quite sufficient 
for the moment in the light of the 
critical pandemic situation outside. 

“But I missed the physical fel-
lowship among friends and other 
churchgoers though,” added Juan-
ita. 

“Online mass is not the same as 
our physical presence in church, 
but thanks to digital technology, 
we have some alternative way to 
keep holy our Sabbath day. This 
online service was well celebrated 
and I thank the Church for tak-
ing these measures to adhere to 
the call of the health authorities to 
help stall the spread of the virus,” 
says Arukanathan. — By Joseph                            
Masilamany 

Malaysian Catholics ‘go livestream’ for Sunday worship

A family watching the livestream of Sunday Mass at home.



Malaysian wins Women’s Day Award
KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian Dr Florence 
John was among women from 24 countries 
to receive the world Women’s Day Achiev-
er Award 2020.  Held March 8 in Chennai, 
Tamil Nadu, the event was in conjunction 
with International Women’s Day that falls 
on March 8.

Dr Florence, aged 58, is also the current 
Coordinator of the Parish Ministry of Ecu-
menical and Interreligious Affairs (PMEIA) 
ministry of the Church of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. She was chosen from among 75 
other nominees from Malaysia and was sur-
prised to be chosen to represent the country. 

In Chennai, Dr Florence spoke on her 
work with Malaysian women. She said 
she will continue to do her best to develop 
women’s welfare and to enhance women 
entrepreneurship for family, economic and 
country revenue. She thanked all those who 
had supported her in her endeavours thus 
far to help women.

She began her involvement in commu-

nity service at the age of nine. As a crusader 
with Sr Alphonse, she used to visit patients 
in hospitals who did not have any visitors. 

At the age of 18, she began to go on her 
own. She also teamed up with a few ladies 
from Hindu Sangam. “We arranged to bury 

the dead from KL Hospital who had no fam-
ily or friends, according to their religious 
customs,” she added. “We used our own 
funds to do this. 

Dr Florence has also worked with several 
Non-Government Organisations (NGOs) to 
counsel women who are facing numerous 
crisis or problems. She also refers or direct 
them to the next step, like to the Welfare 
Dept or Sosco or Pusat Serinti, and assisted 
some in legal documentation matters. Be-
side this Dr Florence has also counselled 
sex workers on behalf of the Ministry of 
Health.

As for her activities in PMEIA, Dr Flor-
ence said they build bridges with other re-
ligions in understanding and cooperation 
to grow a harmonious society, as well as to 
strive for Christian unity. The PMEIA also 
assisted in food and clothes collection for 
natural disasters and obtaining sponsors for 
festive season programmes. — By Bernard 
Anthony

Dr Florence John receiving her Women’s Day Achiever award.

KELANA JAYA: Over 40 catechists of St 
Ignatius Church attended their annual re-
treat Feb 28 to March 1 at the Methodist 
Chefoo Centre in Cameron Highlands. 

Conducted by Fr Paul Cheong OFM 
Cap, the retreat centred on the process of 
renewal and growth in holiness. While 
acknowledging the prayer life of the cat-
echists, the retreat master noted that very 
often the laity depended mostly on forms 
of discursive prayer and Lectio Divina, 
which were prayers of the mind; where 
supplicants think, talk and ask God for 
needs. Fr Cheong, however, gently pointed 
participants to more contemplative prayer, 
which he called the prayer of the heart.

Contemplative prayer suspends 
‘thought-talk’ and focuses solely on being 
with God, being still, and resting in His 
presence. To this end, he educated retrea-
tants on breathing techniques and how to 
focus on breath and the use of one word to 
centre and still the mind, body and senses. 
Each session began with a period of mind-
ful breathing and meditation, ensuring the 
practice of what was learnt.

Fr Cheong also conducted 30-minute 
sessions of Body Prayer each morning at 
6.30am, using qi qong as a basis of this 
breathing, movement and contemplation 
exercise. To complement this, he spoke 
of the need for self-care for catechists 

and outlined health strategies to deal with 
stress, poor dietary habits and lack of prop-
er sleep. Fr Cheong said, “I am not here to 
teach you to become better catechists. My 
role is to guide you to form strong inward 
habits of faith, so that you will be able to 
face the challenge of catechesis.” 

To ensure the balance of the internal and 
external, veteran faith educator Sharma 
Rajadurai – who recently completed the 
Kuala Lumpur Archdiocese Catechist 
Trainer Certification Course – presented 
a well-articulated session on the Voca-
tion and Qualities of A Catechist. As a 
facilitator, Sharma deftly turned games 
of skill and coordination into examples 

of the mental dexterity, juggling ability, 
and partnership and communication a cat-
echist requires in order to enjoy serving, 
engaging students, building rapport, read-
ing students’ characters, and juggling be-
tween work and serving in church. This 
engaging, laughter-inducing session was a 
welcome break from the quiet solemnity 
of contemplation, allowing participants to 
get to know each other better, and provid-
ing many avenues for good-natured teas-
ing and banter.

During the Eucharistic Celebration, Fr 
Cheong’s insightful homily touched on the 
importance of the right motivation behind 
right actions. Using St Thomas Becket as 
example, Fr Cheong preached, “Thomas 
Becket was unafraid of martyrdom. How-
ever, his sole fear was that he would go 
to his martyrdom for the wrong reason.” 
(The saint was to die defending the rights 
of the Church against an aggressive State).

“When we are young in the faith, our 
sins are visibly before us; it is easy to spot 
and confess the sins of gluttony, avarice, 
jealousy. But when we grow older, the sins 
we commit are more internal: they are sins 
like a lack of humility, or actions we take 
which look honourable to the world, but 
whose motives are less than pure. It is only 
in quiet meditation can these sins be re-
vealed, and perhaps that is why many peo-
ple prefer not to sit in quiet, saying noth-
ing to God.” — By Karen Michaela Tan

St Ignatius Church catechists go on retreat
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CHERAS: “The Ministry of Lectors and 
Cantors, is an instrument of God for the 
community.” Fr Dr Clarence Devadass, pix 
inset,  said this during a formation for Lec-
tors and Cantors at the  St Francis of Assisi 
Church (SFA). 

The focus is always on the Eucharist 
which is the source and summit of our 
faith, and the importance of understanding 
and being present during the celebration of 
the Mass. It is a communal celebration and 
each of us has to play a significant part in it. 

During the session, the lectors and can-
tors were reminded of their roles in the 
church especially on why they were there 
and how they are a part of a big jigsaw puz-
zle in the church. Fr Clarence reminded the 
participants that “God has a plan and when 
each piece fits properly, we have a beautiful 
picture. We need to find our place in this 
big picture of the Holy Eucharist.” 

The participants were also reminded on 

the role of the Word of God in the Eucharis-
tic Celebration and how the Church feeds 
the people with His word – “God speaks to 
us through the scriptures and as we listen 
to God’s word, we grow in faith.” Fr Clar-
ence stressed that “the Church venerates 
the Divine Scriptures just as she venerates 
the Body of the Lord.”

Fr Clarence further elaborated that lec-
tors and cantors take the printed word and 
through its proclamation, turns it into some-
thing living which can change the lives of 
those who hear it; they must always be pre-
pared to proclaim the Word of God effec-
tively. This can only be accomplished by 
nurturing a relationship with God through 
a love for Sacred Scriptures. 

An important point was raised — lec-
tors and cantors cannot be replaced by ma-
chines as they give life to the Word. They 
proclaim ‘His Word’ as if God is speaking 
through them and they are given a special 

opportunity to play a significant part in 
bringing that lifegiving Word to the assem-
bly. 

The formation was a reminder of the 

influential role lectors and cantors have, 
likening them to the modern-day proph-
ets. The world is definitely in need of more 
prophets today. — By Jaclyn Sharmalee

Lectors and cantors give life to the Word

Fr Clarence Devadass (inset) giving a formation to the Lectors and Cantors of St Francis of 
Assisi Church.

The catechists listening to Fr Paul Cheong OFM Cap.
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BUKIT MERTAJAM: Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter (WWME) of Penang or-
ganised a fundraising dinner and dance 
February 23 at Dewan St Anne. The din-
ner was organised to raise funds for the 
WWME Asian Convention 2020 which 
will be held in Kuala Lumpur this year. 

The event began with Mass celebrated 
by Fr Edmund Woon, with Msgr Aloy-
sius Tan con-celebrating and Deacon La-
zarus assisting. During the Mass, couples 
renewed their Marriage Vows. After the 
Mass, the congregation adjourned across 
the road to the hall. 

The theme for the evening was Love is 
in the Air and the ambience was in line 
with the theme. A total of 350 people at-
tended this dinner. They were Marriage 
Encounter (ME) couples and well-wish-

ers. A bus load of ME couples came spe-
cially from Ipoh for this event, as well as 
other couples from Kuala Lumpur, Sungai 
Petani and Alor Setar. The present and past 
WWME Penang State couples were also 
invited.

The guests were served a Chinese dinner 
and entertained by performances, lucky 
draws and dancing. 

A mock cheque amounting to RM11,888 
was presented by the current WWME Pen-
ang State Ecclesial Team, made up of Fr 
Edmund Woon and Martin & Rose Kang, 
to the WWME National Couple, and Mon-
ica Chew, as part of the state’s contribu-
tion towards organising the convention. 

Besides that, the 38th anniversary of 
WWME in Penang was celebrated with a 
cake-cutting ceremony. 

Penang WWME organises fundraising dinner

ME Couples at the fundraising dinner and dance in Dewan St Anne.

KUALA LUMPUR: International Wom-
en’s Day (IWD) is celebrated on March 
8 as a means to eliminate discrimination 
against women and to help women gain 
full and equal participation in global de-
velopment. The theme for IWD 2020 was 
Generation Equality: Realising Women’s 
Rights, with the hash tag #EachforEqual.

The Women’s Ministry of the Church of 
the Sacred Heart (SHC) had a two-day IWD 
celebration which began on March 7 with 
Mass, preceded by recitation of the Rosary 
and Litany to Our Lady of Good Health. Pe-
titions were also offered during Mass.

The video presentation by the United Na-
tions Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women, also known as 
UN Women, traced the global history of 
women’s rights and reminded us that wom-
en are leaders, peacemakers, change makers 
and caregivers. There has been much pro-
gress but till this day, women and girls are 
still forced to fight for their rights.

Sr Elizabeth John, DSP, beautifully mod-
erated an interactive session on what it 
means to be Sent With Joy To Heal. Inspi-
ration came in the form of a touching testi-
mony by 47-year-old Phan Thi Kim Phuc. 
Kim was a napalm bomb victim when she 
was nine, her skin was burnt and scarred. Sr 
Elizabeth asked us to reflect on what hap-
pened to Kim and what changed her.

According to Kim, she had even contem-
plated suicide because of pain and hopeless-
ness but her Christian faith helped her to 

forgive and find peace. Kim’s most poignant 
statement must surely be: Wow Kim, you 
can forgive; that means you can love. In her 
suffering, she had encountered God.

All of us need to be joyful if we are to 
play our role as healers. Whatever our life 
situation, we need to let God heal us so that 
we can then heal others. A healer needs joy 
which can only come from forgiving others 
and ourselves. We too can share Kim’s jour-
ney and become better persons for others.

Sr Elizabeth encouraged us to spend time 
to read the Word of God to guide us in our 
decisions and actions. Referring to John 14: 
6, she asked how Jesus is the Way, the Truth 
and the Life? Jesus is the Way: is the way I 
am going God’s way or my way? Jesus is 
the Truth: the Word of God is the truth. Jesus 
is the Life: will my actions or service bring 
life?

Fellowship time saw ladies and girls share 
a meal of home-cooked nasi lemak, coffee, 

brownies and the celebration cake. Mem-
bers of the Women’s Ministry also presented 
food packs to the nurses and patients at the 
Good Health Dialysis Centre. The mehendi 
and manicure service added to the fun. All 
present received bracelets and paper roses.

Dr Melissa Perry facilitated an interesting 
session on gender identity. For many of us, it 
was probably the first time we became aware 
that gender is culturally, socially and histori-
cally constructed. We have been conditioned 
to associate gender with specific colours, 
clothing and toys we give to our children.

Two questions from Dr Melissa really set 
us thinking about our identity as women: 
what are you celebrating today and what 
does being a woman mean to you? We as-
sign traditional feminine stereotypes to 
ourselves, such as not being aggressive, 
dependent, submissive, kind, nurturing, car-
ing. In contrast, we describe men as strong, 
analytical, less sensitive. Such gender stere-

otyping is the outcome of the way we were 
parented and the way we now play our own 
parenting role and our decision making.

The celebrations continued on Sunday 
March 8, with refreshments, games and line 
dancing. It was an opportune moment to cel-
ebrate with mothers of our Sunday school 
children. The activities generated greater 
awareness of the Women’s Ministry in the 
parish, with many requesting for similar fun 
activities in the future.

We are grateful for the encouragement 
of our Parish Priest, Fr Edwin Peter, and 
the support of members of the Women’s 
Ministry for the successful celebration 
of International Women’s and Girls’ Day 
2020.  According to the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, the Church leaves no 
room for doubt that men and women are ac-
corded the same dignity and are equal. —                             
Women’s Ministry, Parish of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, KL

Sacred Heart Church celebrates Women’s Day

Women from Sacred Heart Church with Fr Edwin Peter.

Churchgoers can attend 
Mass online
KOTA KINABALU: Following the tem-
porary suspension of church services for 
Catholics to help check the spread of Cov-
id-19, churches in Kuala Lumpur, Kota 
Kinabalu and Penang have begun streaming 
live broadcasts of masses to the faithful via 
Facebook.

In Sabah, the Archdiocese of Kota Kina-
balu streamed the first of its Masses via Fa-
cebook from the Sacred Heart Cathedral. 
Among those who tuned in was marketing 
executive Sandra Michael, who said that 
being able to watch the evening Mass live-
streamed on her social media platform was 
“convenient”.

“It is a good thing to do in light of what’s 
happening. It is better to be safe than sorry. 
At least we still get to participate in a mass 
albeit virtually,” she said.

It was her first time watching a live even-

ing Mass by the Sacred Heart Cathedral 
together with her cousin, Christine Daniel. 
Christine, 32, said the live-streamed Mass 
has brought Catholics who observe Lent 
closer to the solemn season.

“It is indeed better than nothing espe-
cially when it’s Lent right now, a time of 
prayer, fasting, penance and abstinence.

“The outbreak hinders what we have to 
do but it also brings us to really focus on 
Lent more,” she said.

A postgraduate student who only wants to 
be known as Abbey, 24, said she was look-
ing forward to joining an online service that 
was live-streamed by her Sidang Injil Bor-
neo Kuala Lumpur church.

“We have just gotten the statement that 
all physical services are cancelled for three 
weeks and there will be live-stream instead.

“It’s going to be interesting because it will 

be globally accessible for everyone without 
us being physically at the church,” she said.

Kota Kinabalu Archdiocese Archbishop 
John Wong had announced that live broad-
cast of Masses in different languages over 

various social media platforms would 
be held during the temporary suspen-
sion of church services to help check the 
spread of Covid-19. — By Alison Lai and                              
Muguntan Vanar, The Star

Faithful from afar: With fewer public gatherings due to Covid-19, people are turning to Facebook 
as a safer way to attend church Masses.



Italy to deny healthcare 
to 80 plus
ROME: Coronavirus victims in Italy 
will be denied access to intensive 
care if they are aged 80 or more or in 
poor health should pressure on beds 
increase, a document prepared by a 
crisis management unit in Turin pro-
posed.

Some patients denied intensive 
care will in effect be left to die, doc-
tors fear.

The unit has drawn up a protocol 
that will determine which patients 
receive treatment in intensive care 
and which do not if there are insuffi-
cient spaces. Intensive care capacity 
is running short in Italy as the coro-
navirus continues to spread.

The document, produced by the 
civil protection department of the 
Piedmont region, one of those hard-
est hit, says: “The criteria for access 
to intensive therapy in cases of emer-
gency must include age of less than 
80 or a score on the Charlson comor-
bidity Index [which indicates how 
many other medical conditions the 
patient has] of less than 5.”

The ability of the patient to recover 
from resuscitation will also be con-
sidered.

One doctor said, “[Who lives and 
who dies] is decided by age and by 
the [patient’s] health conditions. This 
is how it is in a war.”

The document says: “The growth 
of the current epidemic makes it 
likely that a point of imbalance be-
tween the clinical needs of patients 
with COVID-19 and the effective 
availability of intensive resources 

will be reached.
“Should it become impossible to 

provide all patients with intensive 
care services, it will be necessary to 
apply criteria for access to intensive 
treatment, which depends on the lim-
ited resources available.”

It adds: “The criteria set out guide-
lines if the situation becomes of such 
an exceptional nature as to make the 
therapeutic choices on the individual 
case dependent on the availability of 
resources, forcing [hospitals] to fo-
cus on those cases in which the cost/
benefit ratio is more favourable for 
clinical treatment.”

Luigi Icardi, a councillor for health 
in Piedmont, said, “I never wanted 
to see such a moment. It [the docu-
ment] will be binding and will estab-
lish in the event of saturation of the 
wards a precedence code for access 
to intensive care, based on certain pa-
rameters such as potential survival.”

The document is already complete 
and only approval from a technical-
scientific committee is needed be-
fore it is sent to hospitals. The crite-
ria are expected to apply throughout 
Italy, government sources said. —          
Matters India
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JOHOR BAHRU: A nonagenarian 
priest with a reputation for building 
churches died March 7, at Grace-
ville, a retirement home for the 
clergy at Majodi Centre.

Fr Francis Kou Ieou Yen, 90, had 
lived at the retirement home since 
2003.

He had been diagnosed with can-
cer in his right kidney in mid 2017 
at age 88 and had sought alterna-
tive treatments a couple of times in 
Guangdong, China in 2018.

In September 2019, Fr Kou’s 
health grew weaker but he contin-
ued to minister to all who came to 
visit him until his demise.

Born in Szechuan province, Chi-
na on March 29, 1929, he entered 
the Minor Seminary in the diocese 
of Si Chang in 1946 at age 17 and 
three years later, in 1949, he joined 
the Major Seminary in Kuan Ming, 
Yunnan in China.

At age 21, Fr Kou arrived in the 
then Malaya in 1950 and entered 
College General in Penang to read 
Philosophy and Theology. In 1955, 
he was posted to Sts Peter & Paul’s 
Church in Singapore for his pasto-
ral training and subsequently was 
ordained priest by Archbishop Mi-
chael Olcomendy at age 26 on De-
cember 4, 1955.

After his ordination, he was sent 
to assist at the Church of Sts Peter 
& Paul in Singapore where he re-
mained for five years before mov-
ing to Johor.

As a priest, he knew the needs 

of the Church. And all through his 
priestly life he was involved in 
building five churches in Johor. He 
built the Church of St Henry, Batu 
Pahat in 1964, Church of St Peter, 
Mersing, 1980. Then in 1982, he 
started the ball rolling for the Sa-
cred Heart Cathedral. His toil did 
not end there as in 1991, he went on 
to build the Church of St Elizabeth, 
Kota Tinggi.

Then he was approached by 
Catholics in Sichuan Province, Chi-
na for a church to be built. Going 
the extra mile, he secured enough 
funds and finally the Church of St 
Paul, in Sichuan was built in 2002.

He also managed to raise some 
RM500,000 for another church to 
be built in China — the Church of 
the Divine Mercy.

He also embarked on another 
project in building a kindergarten at 
Lahong village in China. 

He served in a number of parishes 
and helmed various positions.

From 1983-1991, he served as 
procurator and chancellor. From 
1979-1982 he was the Diocesan 
Consultor. He was reappointed as 
procurator from 1986-1989. He 
again helmed the post of Diocesan 
Consultor and member of the Dioc-
esan Finance Council from 1990-
1995.

From 2015-2019 he was made 
chaplain of St Francis of Assisi 
Chapel in Graceville.

All through his priestly life, he 
had been a builder of churches. He 

once said that he would not rest 
from his task of building churches 
until such time when he was inca-
pacitated.

On his sacerdotal diamond ju-
bilee he told the congregation that 
building churches was his way of 
building up the Church of Christ. 
He said, “ It is my greatest joy to 
see all these churches I have built 
completed.”

When asked where he draws 
strength from, the oldest priest in 
Johor replied in his quiet manner, “I 
feel God with me all the time.”

As one Catholic who knew him 
well put it, “Fr Kou is a wonderful 
specimen of a wonderful human 
being, an ideal Christian and ideal 
Catholic priest after the mind and 
heart of Jesus. Because of the many 

churches and chapels he has built 
in Johor and China, he can rightly 
and fittingly be called the silent ar-
chitect!”

Fr Kou was a man of God, a man 
of prayer, a man of action and above 
all, a man of spirituality which was 
the fruit of 65 years of priestly min-
istry and endeavour in the vineyard 
of the Lord.

His funeral Mass was held on 
March 9 at the Church of St Joseph, 
Plentong, celebrated by Bishop 
Bernard Paul with Cardinal Soter 
Fernandez, Arch/bishops emeriti 
Murphy Pakiam, Paul Tan, SJ and 
James Chan and some 20 priests 
concelebrating.

In his homily, Bishop Bernard 
said Fr Kou was ready for death. He 
refused treatments and told the doc-

tors that he was already 90 and did 
not need any extraordinary care.

“He suffered quietly, welcomed 
people while he was unwell and al-
lowed friends and parishioners to 
visit him as he knew he was not able 
to continue.”

During this time, Fr Kou, who 
was in pain and in bed, was always 
alert and knew whoever came to 
visit him, opening his eyes a little.

The Bishop said, “The end is very 
important for many of us. The end 
will show who we are and the end 
will also show what we have be-
come,” adding that the finishing is 
very important and the way we fin-
ish and how we finish is vital.

After Mass, the cortege left for 
burial at Ulu Tiram Catholic Cem-
etery. — By Vincent D’Silva

Fr Francis Kou, builder of churches, passes away

Bishop Bernard Paul blesses the coffin. Inset: the late Fr Francis Kou.

Coronavirus

ROME: At least ten priests have died 
in Italy after contracting COVID-19. 
More than half of them were from 
the Diocese of Bergamo, a town out-
side Milan in Lombardy.

The bishop of Bergamo, the Italian 
diocese hardest hit by the coronavi-
rus outbreak, said that the 20 priests 
in his diocese who have been hospi-
talised after contracting coronavirus 
have shown considerable improve-
ment but six others have died.

“The number of priests who have 
died this week and that of those who 
are still in a particularly serious situa-
tion is very high,” Bishop Francesco 
Beschi of Bergamo said March 16.

“We are living this pain by shar-
ing it with that of our communities 
together with the number of infected 
people, the sick and a high number 
of deaths. We are not separated from 
our community even in the passage 
of death,” Breschi told InBlu Radio.

Among the dead in Bergamo were 
Fr Silano Sirtoli, 59, and Fr. Giancar-
lo Nava, 70. Nava previously served 
as a missionary in Paraguay.

Bergamo was the hometown of 
Pope John XXIII. The local govern-
ment of Bergamo posted an update 
online on March 13 stating that the 
hospital mortuary had run out of 
space, so the town had opened the 
cemetery and church for the bodies 
awaiting burial.

“We are experiencing something 
that goes well beyond the normal ups 
and downs of life,” Bishop Breschi 
said in his homily March 15.

More than 27,000 people in Italy 
have been infected with coronavirus, 
and 2,470 people have died in just 
over three weeks.

Three priests from the Diocese of 
Brescia, west of Verona, have been 
reported dead: Fr Angelo Cretti, Fr 
Diego Gabusi, and 74-year-old Fr 
Giovanni Girelli, who made daily 
visits to the hospice to tend to the ter-
minally ill.

Msgr Vincenzo Rini from the Dio-
cese of Cremona died March 14 of 
COVID-19. He ran Cremona’s di-
ocesan newspaper for 30 years, and 

was at one time the president of the 
Italian bishops’ news agency. He was 
also a novelist, and a noted literary 
expert, who served as the Church’s 
liaison to the Cristina di Savoia Cul-
tural Congresses, which aim to pro-
mote Christian culture in Italy.

The Bishop of Cremona, Antonio 
Napolioni, who had been hospital-
ised for the past 10 days with severe 
respiratory symptoms after contract-
ing COVID-19 has recovered and re-
turned home on March 16. His health 
will continue to be monitored as he 
remains in quarantine, and he will be 
tested again for the coronavirus in 14 
days, according to a statement from 
his diocese. — By Courtney Mares, 
CNA

Ten priests succumb 
to coronavirus

Men in Bergamo, Italy, transport a coffin of a person who died from the 
coronavirus disease in this photo shot March 16, 2020. (CNS photo/Flavio 
Lo Scalzo, Reuters)



Coronavirus drives Vietnamese 
Catholics to exhaustion

Philippine bishops update 
coronavirus precautions

In Seattle, public Masses suspended, 
but prayer and ministry continue

HANOI: Lovers of the Holy Cross, 
Sr Anna Do Thi On and other nuns, 
clean the doors, windows, tables, 
chairs, school items and floors of 
Anh Duong Nursery School every 
three days at the request of local edu-
cation officials.

They also have to prepare lesson 
plans for 300 pupils even though 
they do not know when the school in 
Yen Bai city, northwestern Vietnam, 
will reopen.

“We have suffered heavy financial 
losses since our school was closed 
due to the coronavirus outbreak in 
February,” said Sr On, adding that 
the school had previously suspended 
classes for three weeks for the Lunar 
New Year festival.

She said her 40-member commu-
nity depends on the school as a major 
source of monthly income, with 30 
of them working as teachers.

“We plan to ask for a supply of 
food from the mother house because 
our small reserve is running out,” the 
head of Yen Bai Convent said. They 
reserve food for only two months.

The nun planned to send many 
sisters to serve local parishes and 
subparishes during Lent as a way to 
deal with the convent’s food shortage 
and to use their time constructively 
during this period of unemployment.

Sr On said the indefinite closure of 
the school made it difficult to pay off 
the convent’s debt of 2 billion dong 
(US$86,580) in time. The loan was 
used to build the four-storey school 
last year.

“We planned to clear the debt in 
October if the coronavirus epidemic 
had not spread. Now we do not know 
how and when we can repay the 
debt,” she said.

All schools and universities in 
Vietnam, accounting for 22 million 
students, have been shut since Feb-

ruary when the Covid-19 epidemic 
reached the country. The chairman 
of the Government Office, Mai 
Tien Dung, said on March 3 that 
reopening of nursery and elementary 
schools depends on the virus situa-
tion.

Vietnam had confirmed that 16 
people infected with the highly in-
fectious disease have recovered. The 
Ministry of Health reported 92 sus-
pected cases as of March 5.

On March 4, Vinh Phuc provincial 
officials lifted quarantine regulations 

at Son Loi Commune, the country’s 
coronavirus epicentre, after no new 
cases were recorded in 20 days.

Mary Nguyen Thanh Hoa, whose 
three-year-old daughter studies at 
Anh Duong Nursery School, said 
she has stopped working in order to 
look after her daughter. She worked 
for a garment factory run by South 
Koreans and earned 6 million dong 
a month.

Thousands of people have lost 
their jobs after factories run by Chi-
nese and Koreans were closed due to 
the coronavirus outbreak.

“I plan to sell vegetables at a mar-
ket for a living during the epidemic,” 
Hoa said.

Anna Tran Thi Ngat from Thai 
Binh province said in the past she 
earned 300,000 dong a day collect-
ing apple snails in fields. “Now we 
have to work on other people’s rice 
fields for a meagre living as apple 
snails are no longer exported to Chi-
na due to the coronavirus outbreak,” 
she said.

Ngat, who is from Huu Vy Parish, 
said hundreds of local youths who 
worked for Chinese-run companies 
are now unemployed.

Martha Nguyen Thi Ngoc Hong 
from Thua Thien Hue province said 
she was hospitalised due to changes 

in her daily life after her two children 
had no classes to attend.

“I was diagnosed with a circula-
tory disorder due to overwork and 
have to stay in bed all day now,” she 
said, adding that her neighbours help 
look after her and her children.

Hong said she was exhausted be-
cause she had to prepare breakfast 
at a local market, do housework and 
take care of the children, aged four 
and six, from 4.00am to late at night. 
Her husband died of lung cancer in 
2018.

In the past she sold food and 
earned 70,000 dong a day and sent 
her children to a childcare centre and 
elementary school. “The doctor told 
me to stop my work for days. Who 
will look after us?” she said, adding 
that Catholic nuns regularly visit her 
and offer money to support her fam-
ily.

“We are sad to see so many par-
ents daily bring their children to the 
school and ask if classes are open,” 
said Sr On.

She said Yen Bai provincial offi-
cials plan to reopen all local schools 
after March 15 and hoped they will 
not change the date. “We fervently 
pray to God to end the epidemic soon 
so that people can return to a normal 
life.” —ucanews.com

MANILA: The Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference of the Philippines 
(CBCP) has issued updated guide-
lines to be implemented in par-
ishes during Mass and other public 
worship in response to the spread 
of the 2019 novel coronavirus or 
Covid-19.

Aside from issuing an oratio em-
perata or obligatory prayer against 
the spread of the virus to be recited 
during “all weekday and Sunday 
Masses, after the Holy Commun-
ion, kneeling down,” the CBCP has 
also taken on board advisories from 
the Department of Health, which 
has declared a state of public health 
emergency in the country.

Parishes are required to continue 
distributing Communion in the 
hand, while ministers, both ordained 
and lay, are asked to wear face 
masks when giving the sacrament.

The bishops also advise chang-
ing holy water regularly or empty-
ing fonts during the crisis period 
and installing protective cloth in 

confessionals.
Clergy and worshippers are also 

called upon to clean statues regu-
larly and refrain from touching or 
kissing them, and not to touch hands 
during the singing or recitation of 
the “Our Father.”

The bishops added that they were 
“strongly urged” by health authori-
ties to cancel, postpone or suspend 
large gatherings.  

They advise that each local or-
dinary must use their discretion on 
this matter but make sure they place 
priority on the safety and health of 
the public when deciding.

As of March 12, there were 49 
confirmed Covid-19 cases in the 
Philippines, according to authorities 
who also confirmed a second death 
from the highly contagious disease.

The victim was a 67-year-old 
woman who began displaying vi-
rus symptoms on Feb. 29, doctors 
said, adding that she died on March 
11. — By Joseph Peter Calleja, 
ucanews.com

SEATTLE: The Archdiocese of Se-
attle has suspended public Masses 
and closed some Catholic schools, 
but priests in the archdiocese have 
been encouraged to keep churches 
open for prayer, to continue cel-
ebrating Mass privately, and to find 
ways to offer the sacrament of pen-
ance.

In a letter to priests and school 
leaders, Seattle’s auxiliary bishop 
encouraged pastors to “set specific 
hours for the church to be open for 
private prayer, to reserve the Bless-
ed Sacrament in the Church for pri-
vate prayer,” and to “be available 
for pastoral emergencies, private 
meetings, anointing of the sick, and 
so on.”

“At the end of the day, we want 

to ensure we are slowing the spread 
of the coronavirus and protecting 
the vulnerable in our community, 
while also serving the needs of our 
parishioners,” Bishop Daniel Mue-
ggenborg wrote March 11, the same 
day public Masses were suspended 
in the archdiocese.

The decision to suspend Masses, 
Mueggenborg wrote, “was made for 
the common good and for the peo-
ple of God entrusted in our care — 
many of whom are considered high 
risk and vulnerable. We must do our 
part to slow down this epidemic.”

Even while Masses are suspend-
ed, “we do not want parish life to 
come to a screeching halt,” the bish-
op added.

A spokeswoman for the diocese 

said that the archdiocese also wants 
to ensure Catholics are able to make 
use of the sacrament of confession.

Pastors have been advised to 
move confession from confession-
als into larger rooms where confi-
dentiality can still be maintained, 
to use a screen to block airflow 
between priest and penitent, and to 
ensure a space of six feet between 
priest and penitent whenever pos-
sible.

 The archdiocese has said that 
conditions do not exist which would 
allow for “general absolution,” in 
which penitents are sacramentally 
absolved of their sins without the 
practice of individual confession 
first. General absolution requires a 
situation of grave necessity before 
it can be permitted, according to the 
Church’s canon law.    

Mueggenborg’s letter also en-
couraged that Catholics “manifest 
Christ’s love more than ever during 
these challenging times.”

He suggested phone calls to 
homebound neighbours and nurs-
ing home residents, giving to food 
banks, and grocery shopping for the 
homebound, among other ideas.

The first known US case of coro-
navirus was announced Jan. 21 in 
Washington. To date, 341 people 
have been diagnosed with the virus 
in Washington, and 29 have died. 
Across the nation, more than 1,400 
people have contracted the virus, 
and at least 38 have died. — CNA

Sr Mary Nguyen Thi Nguyet and other people visit and offer gifts to Martha 
Nguyen Thi Ngoc Hong (in bed) and her children on March 4, 2020 in Thua 
Thien Hue province. (UCA News photo)

St James Cathedral, Seattle, Washington. (CNA photo/DarrylBrooks via 
Shutterstock)

Catholic Bishops’ of the Philippines.
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Rome’s church buildings closed 
through April 3

Pilgrimages cancelled as new Israeli quarantine comes into effect

ROME: The vicar general of Rome, 
Cardinal Angelo De Donatis, an-
nounced the closure of all churches in 
the diocese through April 3.

Since March 9, public Masses 
have been cancelled throughout the 
diocese but churches had remained 
open for personal prayer, and some 
had held Eucharistic adoration or 
confession.

Starting from the decree’s publica-
tion March 12, entrance to the parish 
and other churches of Rome is forbid-
den to the general public and to lay 
Catholics.

Cardinal De Donatis said “we re-
member that this arrangement is for 
the common good. We welcome the 
Words of Jesus that tells us ‘where 

two or three are gathered in my name, 
I am in the midst of them.”’

“In this time, even more so, our 
homes are domestic churches,” he 
said.

The decree to close Rome’s 
churches followed one day after Ita-
ly’s Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte 
tightened the restrictions of a nation-
wide lockdown to include the closure 
of all restaurants, bars and shops 
other than supermarkets or other food 
markets.

The Italy quarantine has been de-
clared through April 3 in order to 
slow the spread of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The quarantine restricts movement 
within Italy and requires people to 

stay in their homes except for cases 
of absolute necessity, which may in-
clude going to work, to the pharmacy 
or hospital, or to the supermarket.

In all cases, a distance of one metre 
must be maintained between people 
in public. Not following these regula-
tions is punishable by fine or arrest.

According to the World Health 
Organisation, Italy has 12,462 con-
firmed cases of coronavirus, and 827 
deaths.

In Rome, Cardinal De Donatis has 
begun to offer a daily televised even-
ing Mass at the Shrine of the Madon-
na of Divine Love, on the outskirts of 
the city.

Other communities in Rome are 
also offering livestreamed Masses.

At the Vatican, St Peter’s Basilica 
and square are closed to the public, 
but Cardinal Angelo Comastri, arch-
priest of the basilica, is praying the 
Angelus and rosary from the basilica 
every day at noon on live broadcast.

Pope Francis’ daily Mass is also 
being livestreamed from the chapel of 
the Casa Santa Marta where he lives. 
The Masses are being offered for all 
those affected by the coronavirus. — 
By Hannah Brockhaus, CNA

WASHINGTON: The Israeli gov-
ernment has announced that, from 
March 12, any foreign tourist who 
enters the country will be placed in a 
14-day quarantine to halt the spread 
of COVID-19. The announcement 
affected thousands of would-be 
pilgrims planning to visit the Holy 
Land, and resulted in changed flights 
and cancelled trips.

Prior to the quarantine, religious 
sites in Bethlehem were already shut 
down over fears of the coronavirus, 
leaving pilgrims already in the Holy 
Land unable to visit the location of 
the birth of Christ. 

CNA spoke to several pilgrims —
and would-be pilgrims — about how 
the closures and quarantine have af-
fected them.

Jenna Drummond was supposed 
to make her first pilgrimage to Israel 
as part of a group of 40, sponsored by 
the Catholic University of America’s 
Institute of Human Ecology and set 
to travel over spring break. Just days 

before she was supposed to leave, 
she was told that the trip would not 
be happening. 

“The whole cancellation was a fi-
asco, because no one actually knew if 
the trip was supposed to be cancelled 
by CUA or by Passages,” she said. 
Passages is an organisation which 
takes groups of Christian college 
students on pilgrimages to the Holy 
Land, and was booked to administer 
Catholic University’s tour. 

“We found out CUA cancelled all 
study and spring breaks abroad, so 
the group didn’t know if that includ-
ed us. We got the final cancellation 
three days before we were supposed 
to depart from both the Institute and 
Passages,” she said. 

While the Israeli government’s 
quarantine is intended to stop new 
cases arriving in the country, the 
would-be pilgrim said that she would 
have preferred to travel for her own 
sake.  

Drummond called the news “dis-

appointing and frustrating,” and that 
she “would’ve felt completely safe 
[in Israel]” from the coronavirus. In-
stead, she has returned to her home-
town in New York — located next to 
the epicentre of the outbreak in the 
state.

“Going home was probably not 
the best option if they wanted to 
protect us,” said Drummond. She 
also lamented the loss of the oppor-
tunity to visit the Holy Land through 
a sponsored and affordable trip, an 
opportunity she does not think will 
happen again. 

Several tour companies have ad-
justed their plans and trips due to 
COVID-19.

Peter’s Way Tours organises pil-
grimages to a variety of places, in-
cluding Israel. Peter Bahou, presi-
dent of Peter’s Way Tours, said that 
they were “not directly affected” by 
the announcement.

“We had already rescheduled our 
March groups to travel later this 

year,” Bahou said. “We are closely 
monitoring the situation to see what 
changes may need to be made to our 
upcoming pilgrimages over the next 
few months.”  

Fr Thomas Petri, O.P., vice presi-
dent and academic dean of the Do-
minican House of Studies, was five 
days into a weeklong personal pil-
grimage before he decided to leave. 
He changed his flight, leaving two 
days earlier.

Petri said that hearing stories of 
pilgrims stranded in Tel Aviv due to 
cancelled flights cemented his deci-
sion to get out before any new policy 
could be implemented. 

“Israel is now requiring everyone 
who enters the country to go into a 
14-day quarantine and they’re mak-
ing sure people abide by it,” he said. 
“The prior of the Dominican Priory 
in Jerusalem had to sign a legal docu-
ment verifying that they are follow-
ing all quarantine laws.” 

Petri said that while he was not 

sure if the quarantine directive was 
necessary to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, he could “understand 
the desire to slow the spread of this 
very contagious virus, even if we 
can’t guarantee a lot of people will 
not still get it.” 

“Israel is famously strict in its se-
curity and concern for its citizens, 
and we can understand why,” he add-
ed. According to Petri, most people 
he spoke with about the quarantine 
measures, including Israeli citizens, 
thought the decision was “extreme.” 

Despite the abbreviated pilgrim-
age, which meant he did not get to 
see Gethsemane, the Mount of Ol-
ives, the Sea of Galilee, or Caper-
num, Petri called his trip “some of 
the most graced and fulfilling days of 
my life.” 

“I have been renewed in my priest-
hood as the Lord has made clear His 
closeness and His love for me, and 
for all of us poor sinners,” he said.  
— By Christine Rousselle, CNA

An empty St Peter’s Square amid coronavirus precautions, March 12, 2020. 
(CNA photo/Vatican Media)
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How Italy went from ‘wash your hands’ to ‘stay at home’
ROME: Acknowledging how dif-
ficult it can be to adapt to restric-
tive measures aimed at slowing the 
spread of the coronavirus, Pope 
Francis told people watching his 
morning Mass March 12 that it was 
for “our own good.”

After two Chinese tourists in 
Rome tested positive for COVID-19 
on Jan 30, a public campaign began 
to encourage hand-washing, and Jan. 
31 the Vatican installed dispensers 
of hand sanitiser at the offices where 
outside visitors receive permits to en-
ter areas closed to tourists.

The measures have become in-
creasingly stringent since late Feb-
ruary, when a man in northern Italy 
identified only as Mattia, became 
“Patient One,” testing positive for 
COVID-19 on Feb 20.  

The number of people testing 
positive grew exponentially and all 
public gatherings, including Masses, 
were suspended in 10 northern Ital-
ian towns Feb 22.

The Italian government put the 10 
towns on lockdown Feb 23, setting 
up police roadblocks to prevent peo-

ple from going in or out.
As the Italian health service tested 

thousands of people and the virus 
continued spreading, the restrictive 
measures expanded to other areas, 
leading, to the suspension of all pub-
lic Masses in much of northern Italy 
just before the celebration of Ash 
Wednesday Feb 26.

At the same time, the Vatican be-
gan announcing the cancellation of 
international meetings.

All schools in Italy, from nursery 

schools to universities, were closed 
as of March 5. The pontifical univer-
sities in Rome were included in the 
closures.

By the time the Lenten retreat of 
the Roman Curia ended March 6, 
throughout Italy and at the Vatican, 
people were being advised to keep 
three feet away from each other.

The lockdown in northern Italy 
was expanded to entire regions, not 
just towns, March 8. In the rest of the 
country, Masses were celebrated that 

morning with people keeping their 
distance from each other, not shaking 
hands at the sign of peace and receiv-
ing Communion only in the hand.

That night, the Italian government 
announced the suspension through-
out the country of all public gather-
ings, including religious ceremonies 
— such as Masses with the faithful 
present — as well as weddings and 
funerals. In response, the Vatican 
announced that Pope Francis’ morn-
ing Masses in the Domus Sanctae 
Marthae would be livestreamed for 
people who wanted to pray with him.

Just as the pace of new infec-
tions increased, so did the pace of 
new measures to encourage “social 
distancing” — limiting contact be-
tween people to avoid chances that a 
non-symptomatic carrier of the virus 
could infect others.

Pope Francis had recited the Ange-
lus March 8 inside the papal library 
instead of at his window overlook-
ing St Peter’s Square, but hundreds 
of people still went to the square and 
watched on video screens. In the end, 
the Pope came to the window and 

blessed the people.
All of Italy came under lockdown 

orders March 10 and, at midday, Ital-
ian police, who patrol outside St Pe-
ter’s Square, closed access to it. The 
Vatican kept St Peter’s Basilica open, 
but employees, Vatican residents and 
journalists were the only ones who 
could get inside.

The lockdown initially banned 
movement between cities and prov-
inces in Italy, but shops and restau-
rants were allowed to stay open until 
6.00pm, as long as owners enforced 
measures to keep customers three 
feet apart. People still went out for 
walks, some went to work. Public 
transportation was still available.

Late March 11, after the ministry 
of health announced that more than 
12,000 people had tested positive for 
COV-19 and that more than 800 peo-
ple had died, Italian Prime Minister 
Giuseppe Conti announced a more 
stringent version of the lockdown, 
closing all businesses except gro-
cery stores, pharmacies, newsstands 
and other essential services. — By                   
Cindy Wooden, CNS

A man washes his hands at a public hand-washing station before boarding 
a bus as a cautionary measure against the coronavirus in Kigali, Rwanda, 
March 11, 2020. (CNS photo/Maggie Andresen, Reuters)
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The coronavirus COVID-19 is spreading around the world, 
generating a syndrome of universal contagion. Humani-

ty’s system of worldwide interconnection gives us a paradoxi-
cal experience: the more connected we are, the more contact 
can turn into contagion, communication into contamination, 
influences into infections.

The apocalypse is at hand. Antibodies are triggered which 
go crazy and become an immune system against everything 
we fear, do not recognise, or cannot control. Viruses have 
long been a feature of our landscape: from the biblical plagues 
to Manzoni’s descriptions of the bubonic plague in The Be-
trothed, and on to today’s cyberattacks. The boundaries of the 
soul narrow with the discovery of our vulnerability.

The pandemic in these cases always ends up being one 
marked by insecurity and anxiety. The coronavirus seems 
to have also become today a symptom (and a symbol) of a 
more general condition of fear that we carry within us. A re-
cent SWG survey has highlighted how much fear Italians feel. 
What fears? One statistic paints the picture: 72 per cent fear 
that their children will not have a decent standard of living and 
58 per cent fear that they will not be able to raise a family. Fear 
of the future: this is today the virus of the soul. But you could 
utter a long litany of fears.

The first effect of being infected by the virus of fear is the 
arid soul, in a state of desolation. Fear withers. The first task 
of a Catholic is, first and foremost, the fight against drying up 
and withering. 

What are the symptoms of the virus? The immune reaction 
makes us perceive contact with the other, the different, as a 
risk of contagion. It is taking root in our societies and assumes 
various forms: a narrow, security-driven outlook that dimin-
ishes our rights, our freedom and the rule of law; sovereignty 
understood as the opposite of a foreign policy based on mul-
tilateralism and Europe; hostility toward integration; the po-
litical manipulation of Christianity reduced to “civil religion.”

The reasoning: if I want to feel good and be safe, I have 
to wear a mask and be wary of contact with strangers. “Eve-
rywhere, people avoid being touched by what is foreign to 
them” (Elias Canetti). It applies at the personal level; it ap-
plies at the political level. The Facebook algorithm teaches us 
this: relationships are based on a degree of affinity. Algorithms 
ensure that we essentially meet those who are like us, similar 
and compatible.

We live in a bubble filtered by masks that strengthen our 
identity and make us suspicious of others. This is why we 
must reject the logic of the algorithm that has shaped the social 
media “war machines”.

A specific viral form of “fear” is nationalism, which reduc-
es the idea of “nation” to a filtered bubble. Pius XI in 1938 
received the ecclesiastical assistants of the Catholic Action 
movement and made it clear how Catholicism possesses the 
antibodies to eradicate this virus. He said: “Catholic means 
universal, not racist, not nationalistic, not separatist. Such ide-
ologies are not Christian, in fact they end up not even being 
human.”

Unlike market-imposed globalisation, the Catholic vision is 
universal and places the person and peoples at the centre, rec-
ognising the other, the outsider and the different as a brother 
or sister.

Christians feel that they must take on the expectations, 
changes and problems of the country. How can we concretely 
activate antibodies against the virus of the pandemic of fear, 
anxiety and hatred in our social and political life?

One way out of this is to physically break the bubble of the 
algorithms that trigger a fear reaction.
— By Fr Antonio Spadaro, SJ, La Civilta Cattolica

Coronavirus Policy: 
Activating the antibodies 

of Catholicism

MANILA: Bishops in the Philippine 
capital have cancelled all liturgical cel-
ebrations during Holy Week, including 
pilgrimages and devotions

“There will be no blessing of palms, 
Visita Iglesia, Siete Palabras, Good Fri-
day Procession or Easter Salubong,” the 
bishops said in a pastoral letter issued on 
March 16.

The Easter Salubong, or meeting, is the 
re-enactment of the Virgin Mary’s first 
meeting with the resurrected Christ.

Instead of conducting public liturgies 
or celebrations, the bishops are encourag-
ing Catholics to stay at home and follow 
activities on TV, radio or online.

Catholics are also called upon “to pray 
the rosary as it is a good prayer to medi-
tate on the mysteries of the life of the 
Lord that we intensely celebrate in the 
universal Church during the Holy Week,” 
the pastoral letter said.

The pronouncement is in response to 
a government directive suspending all 
gatherings from March 15 to April 14 due 
to the rapidly spreading Covid-19 virus.

“There will be no celebration of Holy 
Mass within the period, including the 
conduct of liturgical rites with the partici-
pation of the public,” said Bishop Brod-
erick Pabillo, apostolic administrator of 
Manila Archdiocese.

Catholic media groups, including Jes-

uit Communications, are discussing how 
best to serve Catholics during Holy Week, 
such as with Masses and online retreats. 
Dioceses have also begun live-streaming 
Masses and Lenten recollections.

Meanwhile, former Manila archbishop 
Luis Antonio Cardinal Tagle, now prefect 
of the Evangelisation of Peoples, led a 
Lenten Recollection from the Pontificio 
Collegio Filippino in Rome on March 15.

The cardinal reflected on the “washing 
of hands” of Jesus. It is not only about 
physical purification but also has a spir-
itual dimension, he said.  

“Some people will say that the hands of 
Jesus were dirty because they touched his 
saliva, lepers and the unclean. But these 
are the hands of the Son of Man. These 
are the very same hands that raised two 
fish and five loaves of bread that fed thou-

sands,” Cardinal Tagle said.
He said that although this is a time for 

people to wash hands due to the Covid-19 
outbreak, “this is not the time for Catho-
lics to be uncaring, insensitive and irre-
sponsible towards the least [poor].”

“Let us not wash our hands by blam-
ing people. Those who are engaged in 
panic buying. You are blessed because 
you have money to buy. But some people 
panic yet cannot buy anything. Could you 
not wash your hands as Jesus did? Can 
you open your eyes and, from within, let 
the tears of compassion wash your vision 
to see a neighbour?” the cardinal asked.

As of March 15, the number of coro-
navirus cases in the Philippines stood at 
140 with 12 deaths, according to the De-
partment of Health. — By Joseph Peter 
Calleja, ucanews.com

Never permit me to be 
separated from You

Catholics participate at Mass at the Cathedral Parish of St Andrew in Parañaque City 
on March 14, 2020. (CBCP News/Patrick Dominick Romero)
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How should we feel about the 
two week suspension of week-
day and Sunday Masses? How 

did we react towards this news? Did 
we ironically proclaim “Alleluia” or 
“thank God?” The suspension of Mass-
es due to the Covid-19 could be seen as 
a test of faith for many of us. 

Should no weekend Masses mean 
the freeing up of that precious one hour 
in the weekend? Plus no need to spend 
time getting ready, fussing over kids, 
looking for parking, what to eat after 
mass, afraid of catching Covid-19, etc?

Or does no weekend Masses make 
the heart sink, knowing that there 
would be no receiving of Christ in 
the Eucharist? The answer lies in our 
hearts.

In faith we believe that God is om-
nipresent. As Catholics, we aim to 
keep holy on the Sabbath by attending 
Mass. The Mass also provides us the 
opportunity to praise, worship, receive 
the Eucharist as a community and re-
member Christ’s love and that He died 
for us. 

Perhaps this could be the first time 
ever in Malaysian history that the cel-
ebration of Masses in churches does 
not have the congregation present. This 
suspension however provides us with a 
good opportunity to reflect on the fol-
lowing:

Firstly, remember that God loves us 
and would never abandon us, even in 
difficult times. With technology, He 
has provided us with another platform 
for Sunday Masses. 

Using our smartphones and com-

puters, we are able to virtually attend, 
“watch” and participate in a Sunday 
Mass. Via social media, we unite as a 
community by sharing information and 
links about spiritual communion and 
scheduled virtual Mass times. 

Secondly, we are reminded about the 
might of God and that He completes 
our limited capabilities and vulner-
abilities as human beings. 

During this moment of difficulty 
and helplessness, we are reminded that 
we need to turn and return to God in 
prayer, to ask for His protection and 
blessings. At the same time, we need 
to do our part to protect ourselves by 
practising proper hygiene.   

Thirdly, we are reminded that in 
Malaysia, we are blessed that we are 
able to freely attend weekend Masses, 
whether virtually or physically. 

In certain countries, Masses are pro-
hibited due to religious persecution or 
restricted online access. Let this be a 
reminder of our freedom to practise our 
faith and religion and how this is some-
thing that we have been constantly tak-
ing for granted. 

Fourthly, this is also a time for us 
to start practising proper social media 
etiquette, awareness and literacy as we 
are constantly swarmed by information 
and disinformation.

When receiving messages on Face-
book or WhatsApp, be critical about 
its content and do not forward them 
instantly. Take the time to verify its 
information with the proper channels 
and only forward those that are really 
necessary.

There is no need to forward every 
message we receive for this could 
cause the spread of unnecessary, irrel-
evant and even incorrect information 
or even an overload of information that 
could become the cause for possible 
panic or chaos. Delete fake messages 
and hoaxes. 

Lastly, let this be a time to be kind to 
one another and to support each other’s 
faith. Let us look at one another and 
treat each other as Christ would.

Moments of crises are when we 
witness the best and the worst of hu-
mankind. In the quest for survival and 
moments of panic, we have witnessed 
unpleasant episodes of hate, xenopho-
bia and selfishness taking place in oth-
er countries. 

Let us remind ourselves about the 
need for compassion, love and under-
standing towards others. Let us be like 
Christ in the way we think, act and react 
in these trying times. It is difficult in-
deed but perhaps there is a greater rea-
son why this is occurring during Lent.

Ultimately, we continue to pray for 
one another to remain unharmed and 
for this episode to pass. We long for 
the day to be physically present in the 
church to celebrate Mass and to receive 
Christ in the Eucharist again. 

As Catholics, our journey in life 
doesn’t end on earth as we look forward 
to be united with our heavenly Father and 
His hosts of holy angels and saints. Let 
us continue to pray for His blessings re-
membering that He would never permit 
us to be separated from Him. Amen. —                                                                                      
By Dr Adrian Lee Yuen Beng

Manila bishops call off Holy Week 
celebrations
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When asked, “Who is 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio?” 

Francis replied, “I am a sinner. 
This is the most accurate defini-
tion. It is not a figure of speech, 
a literary genre. I am a sinner.” 
Francis reveals someone in 
touch with God-who-is-mercy. 
Pictures often surface of Fran-
cis receiving the sacrament of 
reconciliation; his commitment 
to go to confession every two 
weeks reinforces his claim that 
“God never tires of forgiving 
us.”

As part of his travels around 
the world, Francis has also 
made emotional appeals for 
forgiveness for past and pre-
sent neglect and abuse in the 
Church, as he did in Mexico 
in 2016, Bangladesh in 2017, 
Ireland in 2018 and Romania 
in 2019.

Francis has not shied away 
from asking for forgiveness for 
his own shortcomings. Memo-
rably, on New Year’s Eve, a 
woman grabbed his hand and 
tugged his arm. Pope Fran-
cis responded by slapping her 
hand, and the next day issued 
a personal apology for losing 
his patience and setting a bad 
example.

Francis’ contrition reminds 
us that the Church is — to bor-
row a phrase from Thomas 
Merton — “a body of broken 
bones.” The first steps toward 
hope and healing require lam-
entation and repentance. By his 
words and deeds, Francis ech-
oes what Jesus taught: “Do not 
judge, so that you may not be 
judged...the measure you give 
will be the measure you get” 
(Mt 7:1-2).

Five lessons Pope Francis has taught 
with his actions more than his words

Seventh Anniversary of Pope Francis’ Pontificate

Pope Francis’ first visit outside of 
Rome was to the island of Lampe-

dusa in July 2013, where he sought to 
bring attention to the plight of migrants 
and refugees that make the Mediter-
ranean Sea a “vast cemetery.” His first 
international trip came just a couple 
weeks later, to Rio de Janeiro in Brazil 
for World Youth Day, where he spent 
some of his time talking and praying 
with residents of a favela (slum).

A creature of habit, dealing with the 
aches and pains of old age, Francis did 
not intend to travel much as pope. But 
his conscience called on him to provide 
a ministry of presence to people who 
have been pushed to the peripheries of 
status, privilege and power. In this ex-
ample of “downward mobility,” as Dean 
Brackley, SJ, called it, Francis calls on 
us to shatter the idols of security, status 
and comfort.

The etymology of mercy (from the 
Latin, misericordia), is having a heart 

by and with those who are wretched, 
the suffering. Francis shows us that to 
be merciful, we must draw near to those 
who suffer, contemplate their faces and 
enter into relationship with them as real 
persons, not generic categories of peo-
ple we call the “poor,” “hungry,” “stran-
ger” or “sick.” At Lampedusa, Francis 
denounced the “globalisation of indif-
ference” toward the desperation and in-
justice facing so many of our brothers 
and sisters. Instead, he urged, we need 
to “go and do likewise” as the Samari-
tan who enters the ditch and cares for the 
one left for dead.

Diverting from the path we are on 
and taking up the vantage point of the 
vulnerable and marginalised is a crucial 
way to overcome distrust and division; 
this is what it means to be an ambassa-
dor of the “culture of encounter.” Fran-
cis modelled this kind of encounter in 
February 2016, when celebrating Mass 
along the US-Mexico border. In this lit-

urgy, Francis showed us that the people 
of God cannot be divided between the 
residents of Ciudad Juárez and El Paso: 
We are one body in Christ. Jesus warns 
that nations will be judged by what we 
do for the least among us (Mt 25:40). 
Francis teaches us that we cannot help 
the needy unless and until we draw near 
them, share our lives with them and help 
them become agents of their own future.

In his words and actions, Pope Fran-
cis teaches us that love of God and 
neighbour should orbit around humil-
ity, inclusion, listening, forgiveness and 
being present, especially to those who 
question if they matter or belong. In the 
face of so many distractions and reasons 
for despair, Francis shows us that our 
physical presence matters. After all, we 
incarnate God’s love in the world as we 
are, where we are. As St Ignatius insists 
— and Pope Francis displays — love is 
better shown in deeds than in words. — 
By Marcus Mescher, America

Friday, March 13, marked the seventh anniversary of the Francis papacy. Over the last seven years, 
Pope Francis has introduced and popularised memorable phrases meant to inspire the Church. His 
call to build a “revolution of tenderness” reminds us that mercy is who God is and what God wants 

for and from God’s people (Evangelii Gaudium, No 88). Francis has called on all people of goodwill to 
create a “culture of encounter” (No 220) that resists the modern “throwaway culture” (Laudato Si’, No 
22), affirms human dignity and promotes the global common good.

But for all his pithy lines, Francis’ papacy has been uniquely characterised by powerful gestures and 
actions that comprise a pedagogy of mercy. Reflecting Jesus’ teaching and healing ministry, Francis 
teaches through a number of richly symbolic pastoral actions. Here are five examples for our reflection, 
discernment and emulation.

Pope Francis’ chosen name 
indicates his commitment to 

humility and simplicity, as well 
as his special concern for the 
poor and the planet. Upon his 
election as pope, Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio decided to take the 
name “Francis” following an 
embrace with his friend, the 
Brazilian Cardinal Cláudio 
Hummes, who insisted, “Don’t 
forget the poor.” During his in-
troduction at St Peter’s Square, 
Francis broke with tradition by 
asking the 150,000 people gath-
ered to pray for him before of-
fering his first blessing as pope.

When he was introduced to 
his brother cardinals, Francis 
refused to use a platform to el-
evate himself over them. Fran-

cis chooses to live in a small 
suite in the Vatican guesthouse 
rather than the apostolic palace. 
He gets around the Vatican in 
a Ford Focus and often uses a 
Fiat for his international tours 
instead of an extravagant lim-
ousine or gas-guzzling SUV.

On his first Holy Thursday 
as Pope, Francis washed the 
feet of 12 criminal offenders, 
including two women and a 
Muslim. This humble gesture 
— perhaps more than any hom-
ily or pastoral letter — brought 
John 13 to life. With these ten-
der actions, Francis shows us 
what it means to heed Jesus’ 
command, “Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one 
another” (Jn 13:34).

Francis’ default setting is to include and 
encourage, rather than exclude and 

condemn. In his weekly appointments, he 
schedules time to meet with bishops who 
have been publicly critical of his leadership 
— not to rebuke them but to dialogue to-
gether. Francis continues to meet with sur-
vivors of clergy sexual abuse and their rela-
tives as part of his personal commitment to 
lament and atone for the Church’s failure to 
protect children and vulnerable adults.

He has expressed his intention to in-
clude more women in decision-making 
roles, demonstrated by the appointment of 
Francesca Di Giovanni 
(pic) to a senior role in 
the Secretariat of State 
earlier this year. Fran-
cis has modelled inclu-
sion through his warm 
embrace of individuals 
disfigured by disease, 
people with special 
needs and young children; his birthday par-
ties include hospital patients and people ex-
periencing homelessness. In his 2015 visit 
to the United States, he spent his last day 
with 100 inmates at a Philadelphia deten-
tion centre, calling on all citizens to facili-
tate rehabilitation and reentry of incarcer-
ated people.

Jesus’ contemporaries sometimes re-
coiled at the way he ate with sinners and 
outcasts. When Jesus invites himself to stay 
at Zacchaeus’s house, the crowd grumbles 
in disapproval (Lk 19:2-10). Just as Jesus 
reached out to even those considered in-
significant and unworthy, Francis extends 
God’s welcome to all.

Pope Francis’ enduring legacy 
may sprout from a number of 

synods that have created the con-
ditions for a “Church that listens 
more” (Christus Vivit, No. 41). As 
evidenced by the synodal gatherings 
to discuss marriage and family life 
(2015 and 2016), young people and 
vocation (2018), and the Pan-Am-
azon region (2019), Francis shows 
that inclusion is not mere tokenism 
but a pathway for a “revival of hope” 
(Querida Amazonía, No. 38) through 
dialogue, discernment and collabora-
tion for courageous action. “Synod” 
means “journeying together,” a com-
mitment to accompany, consult and 
to empower each other in fully con-
scious and active participation in be-
ing Church together. Francis shows 
us that we should not be afraid of 
disagreement; his example in listen-
ing resists hegemonic beliefs and 
structures that enable clericalism and 

hierarchicalism.
This Pope has also prioritised 

ecumenical and interfaith dialogue; 
his collaboration with bishops, pa-
triarchs, rabbis and imams dem-
onstrate his commitment to build 
bridges rather than walls, to practice 
a “culture of encounter” for peace 
and solidarity. Francis’ willingness 
to reach beyond an “us versus them” 
tribalism reflects Jesus’ interactions 
with Gentiles, like the Syrophoeni-
cian woman who begs him to cast 
the demon out of her daughter. Jesus 
initially rebuffs her request, but her 
faith perseveres, and her daughter is 
healed (Mk 7:24-30).

Like Jesus, Francis shows us that 
listening to others — and especially 
those considered other — can help us 
become more attentive and respon-
sive to the presence and power of 
God in people and places we might 
not expect.

1. Humility 2. Inclusion 3. Listening

4. Forgiveness 5. Presence

Pope Francis greets a youth delegate before a session of the Synod of Bishops 
on young people, the faith and vocational discernment at the Vatican Oct 4, 
2018. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Pope Francis kisses the foot of a refugee during Holy Thursday Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper at the Centre for Asylum Seekers in Castelnuovo 
di Porto, about 15 miles north of Rome March 24, 2016. The Pope 
washed and kissed the feet of refugees, including Muslims, Hindus and 
Copts. (CNS photo/L’Osservatore Romano, handout)



We all fear judgement. 
We fear being seen 
with all that’s inside 

us, some of which we don’t want 
exposed to the light. Conversely, 
we fear being misunderstood, of 
not being seen in the full light, of 
not being seen for who we are. 
And what we fear most perhaps 
is final judgment, the ultimate 
revelation of ourselves. Whether 
we are religious or not, most of 
us fear having to one day face 
our Maker at Judgment Day. We 
fear standing naked in complete 
light where nothing’s hidden and 
all that’s in the dark inside us is 
brought to light.  

What’s curious about these 
fears is that we fear both being 
known for who we are, even as 
we fear not being known for who 
we really are. We fear judgement, 
even as we long for it. Perhaps 
that’s because we already intuit 
what our final judgement will be 
and how it will take place. Per-
haps we already intuit that when 
we finally stand naked in God’s 
light we will also finally be un-
derstood and that revealing light 
will not just expose our short-
comings but also make visible 

our virtues.
That intuition is divinely-

placed in us and reflects the real-
ity of our final judgment. When 
all our secrets are known our se-
cret goodness will also be known. 
Light exposes everything. For ex-
ample, here’s how the renowned 
poet and spiritual writer, Wendell 
Berry, foresees the final judg-
ment: “I might imagine the dead 
waking, dazed, into a shadow-
less light in which they know 
themselves altogether for the first 
time. It is a light that is merciless 
until they accept its mercy; by 
it, they are at once condemned 
and redeemed. It is Hell until it 
is Heaven. Seeing themselves 
in that light, if they are willing, 
they see how far they have failed 
the only justice of loving one an-
other. And yet, in suffering the 
light’s awful clarity, in seeing 
themselves within it, they see its 
forgiveness and its beauty and are 
consoled.”

In many ways, this wonder-
fully captures it: When, one day, 
we stand in the full light of God, 
stripped naked in soul, morally 
defenceless, with everything we 
have ever done exposed, that light 

will, I suspect, indeed be a bit of 
hell before it turns into heaven. It 
will expose all that’s selfish and 
impure inside us and all the ways 
we have hurt others in our selfish-
ness, even as it will expose its op-
posite, namely, all that’s selfless 
and pure inside us. That judg-
ment will bring with it a certain 
condemnation even as it brings at 
the same time an understanding, 
forgiveness and consolation such 
as we have never known before. 
That judgment will be, as Berry 
suggests, momentarily bitter but 
ultimately consoling.

The one nuance that I would 

add to Berry’s idea is something 
taken from Karl Rahner. Rah-
ner’s fantasy of our judgment by 
God after death is very similar to 
Berry’s, except that, for Rahner, 
the agent of that judgment will 
not so much be God’s light as it 
will be God’s love. For Rahner, 
the idea is not so much that we 
will be standing in an unrelent-
ing light that sears and pierces 
through us but, rather, that we 
will be embraced by a love so 
unconditional, so understanding 
and so gracious that, inside that, 
we will know instantly all that’s 
selfish and impure inside us even 
as we know all that’s pure and 
selfless. Therese of Lisieux used 
to ask God for forgiveness with 
these words: “Punish me with a 
kiss!” Judgment day will be ex-
actly that. We will be “punished” 
by a kiss, by being loved in a way 
that will make us painfully aware 
of the sin within us, even as it lets 
us know that we are good and 
lovable.

For those of us who are Roman 
Catholics, this notion of judg-
ment is also, I believe, what we 
mean by our concept of purgato-
ry. Purgatory is not a place that’s 

separate from heaven where one 
goes for a time to do penance 
for one’s sins and to purify one’s 
heart. Our hearts are purified by 
being embraced by God, not by 
being separated from God for a 
time so as to be made worthy of 
that embrace. As well, as Therese 
of Lisieux implies, the punish-
ment for our sin is in the em-
brace itself. Final judgment takes 
place by being unconditionally 
embraced by Love. When that 
happens, to the extent that we’re 
sinful and selfish, that embrace 
of pure goodness and love will 
make us painfully aware of our 
own sin and that will be hell until 
it is heaven.

As a lyric by Leonard Co-
hen puts it: Behold the gates of 
mercy, in arbitrary space, and 
none of us deserving the cruelty 
or the grace. He’s right. None of 
us deserves either the cruelty or 
the grace we experience in this 
world. And only our final judg-
ment, the embrace of uncondi-
tional love, God’s kiss, will make 
us aware both of how cruel we’ve 
been and how good we really 
are. — By Fr Ron Rolheiser, all 
rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Judgement day

New Zealand deacon participates in ordination of 
his son as bishop
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AUCKLAND, New Zealand: In a 
first for New Zealand, a permanent 
deacon participated in the episco-
pal ordination Mass of his son.

More than 3,000 people from 
throughout New Zealand attended 
the March 7 ordination Mass of 
Bishop Michael Gielen, 48, as an 
auxiliary bishop of Auckland. Dea-
con Henk Gielen participated in 
the Mass, which had strong Maori 
and Pasifika cultural elements. 
The Vodafone Events Centre was 
chosen for the event because St 
Patrick’s Cathedral was not large 
enough to accommodate the ex-
pected congregation.

Before the Mass, NZ Catholic 
newspaper asked Deacon Gielen if 
he could ever have imagined when 
his son was growing up in the 
central North Island forestry town 
of Tokoroa that the pair of them 
would one day be flanking Auck-
land Bishop Patrick Dunn, with 
one as a deacon and the other as a 
new bishop.

“No father knows what will be-
come of their children,” Deacon 
Gielen said. “But you love them 
and give them your best and hope 
they will flourish.”

Deacon Gielen, from the Papa-
moa Coast, said he is very proud of 
his son — the oldest of six children 
in his family.

He said the news that his son was 
to be a bishop came as something 
of a shock, and he is still getting 
used to the idea. But he thinks God 
called Bishop Gielen to this min-
istry because “Michael has a heart 
for (the) less privileged and a heart 

of compassion.”
Deacon Gielen thinks there 

probably are other instances in the 
Church where a permanent deacon 
has a son who is a bishop, but this 
is the first time it has happened in 
New Zealand.

March 7-8 was a busy week-
end for the Gielen family, with 35 
relatives travelling to Auckland for 
the ordination. Family members 
had various roles at the ordination 
Mass, including Deacon Gielen 
proclaiming the Gospel.

In his words of thanksgiving at 
the end of the Mass, Bishop Gielen 
thanked his mother and his father, 
and all his “precious family” for 
“your unwavering love, your chal-
lenges and your encouragement.”

He made mention of the people 
watching a livestream of the ser-
vice, including his sister Liz, who 
was too pregnant to fly, and her 
husband Andy, as well as a cousin 
who is a religious sister in England.

When NZ Catholic asked Deacon 
Gielen what final word of fatherly 
advice he might have for his son as 
a new bishop, he said: “Be a man 
of prayer, be humble, be compas-
sionate and learn from Bishop Pat.”

Bishop Gielen, who has served as 
director of formation at Holy Cross 
Seminary in Auckland, spoke in his 
thanksgiving speech about when he 
was seven years old, a time when 
he was battling with asthma and 
struggling at school.

“A year later, all that changed. 
We started going back to Mass as 
a family. It was like rivers, fresh 
springs of living water, flowing 

within us, slowly changing us. And 
as a little boy, I noticed it.”

It was in Tokoroa that Bishop 
Gielen was ordained as a priest 
in 1997 by the late Bishop Max 
Mariu, who was the first Maori or-
dained as a Catholic bishop. Bishop 
Gielen recalled in Auckland that he 
was the only priest Bishop Mariu 
had ever ordained.

As well as working in parish 
ministry in Hamilton Diocese, 
Bishop Gielen studied at the Fran-
ciscan University of Steubenville, 
Ohio, and at the Pontifical Grego-
rian University in Rome.

“I have good news,” Bishop 
Gielen said in his thanksgiving 
speech.

“Whether you are 7 or 70, Jesus 
loves you,” the new bishop said. 

“Jesus will never leave you alone. 
Jesus has amazing things in life for 
you, whatever your age is, if you 
trust him and ask him into your life, 
like my family did. It’s amazing 
what he can do when we say, ‘yes.’ 
Thank you for your ‘yes,’ and let us 
travel together in our waka (Maori 
canoe), wherever God leads us.”

The apostolic nuncio to New 
Zealand, Archbishop Novatus 
Rugambwa, was unable to attend 
the ordination Mass after return-
ing from Italy and placing himself 
in self-isolation for 14 days in line 
with guidance from New Zealand 
authorities to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. The arch-
bishop was not ill.

But the nuncio’s message for 
the ordination was read by Msgr 

Edward Karaan, deputy head of 
mission and first secretary at the 
apostolic nunciature in Wellington. 
Msgr Karaan asked those present 
to pray for priestly and religious 
vocations, and he recalled a De-
cember 2015 story about the new 
bishop.

“In fact, in its December 2015 
issue, the NZ Catholic had this 
featured Catholic news: Holy roll-
ers on a long ride for priesthood. 
It reported that Fr Michael Gielen 
and seven seminarians of the Holy 
Cross Seminary had cycled for 
33 days from Cape Reinga, at the 
northern end of the North Island, to 
Bluff, on the southern coast of the 
South Island, to promote vocations 
for the priesthood.” — By Michael 
Otto, CNS

Auxiliary Bishop Michael Gielen of Auckland, New Zealand, poses with his father, Deacon Henk Gielen, after his 
episcopal ordination Mass at the Vodafone Events Centre March 7, 2020. (CNS photo/Felicity Meijer, NZ Catholic)
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BENGALURU, India: Don Bosco 
Church organised a programme for 
the disabled persons in and around 
the city which was named ‘Different-
ly Abled Day’ at the parish located at 
Lingarajapuram.

We care so we share was chosen 
as the theme of the day. The jointly-
initiated mission had focused on the 
empowerment of persons with dis-
abilities for inclusive, equitable and 
sustainable development. They also 
pledged to leave no one behind.

The entire scheme of ‘Differently 
Abled Day’ was planned and execut-
ed in association with the Commis-
sion for Differently Abled Persons of 
the archdiocese of Bengaluru, Good 
Sam Foundation, Lions Club Inter-
national Pyramid, Birds Paradise, 
Maruthi Sevanagar, Kumara Park, 
Bhartiya Seva Charitable Trust, LCB 
Phoenix and Godson Memorial.

The aims and objectives of the dy-
namism are to promote the rights and 
well-being of people with disabilities 
in all spheres of society and areas of 
development.

The planners of the project had 

done it with a view to increasing 
awareness of the situation of persons 
with disabilities in every aspect of 
spiritual, political, social, economic 
and cultural life.

One of the members of the organ-
ising team of the programme said, 
“We would like to say to them that 
we are there to care for them, share 
the little we have with them related 
to education, growth and employ-
ment.”

Their agenda included supplying 
wheelchairs, artificial limbs, provid-
ing them with pensions available 
with the government, job placement 
for the blind, providing hearing aids 
to the deaf and assuring them that 
they are part of their family. The 
supporters of the scheme also left an 
impression on the disabled that they 
love and care for them. By means of 
this creative move, they want to as-
sure “we are for them in all circum-
stances.”

Archbishop Peter Machado of 
Bengaluru graced the occasion and 
imparted a concluding message. 
The programme was blessed with 

the presence of Lion Deepak Su-
man MJF first VDG, Lion Raju 
Chandrasekhar secretary, DDRC 
Bangalore Urban, DC for Specially 
Challenged People, LCI-District-
317F, state awardee. Nelly Prichard, 
Good Sam Foundation and Estelle 
D’Souza joint secretary Disabled 
Commission, archdiocese of Ben-
galuru.

Fr Aloysius Santiago parish priest, 
other parish clergy of Don Bosco 
Church and lay leaders of the parish 
also volunteered to support the cause 
of the disabled. — Matters India

A wheelchair bound person congratulating the organising team for their 
contributions  to the disabled people. (photo/daijiworld.com)

Fr Aloysius Santiago giving a talk to the disabled and able people at the programme. (photo/daijiworld.com)

IPOH: The “something new” we 
must do this Lent is to allow Je-
sus Christ to reshape us, reform 
us and convert us.

We must do this by our desire 
to come to him and be made 
new, and to know that we are 
dependant on him.

Fr Michael Raymond, OFM 
Cap said this during the fourth 
week of the Discovering Christ 
- Christlife session at St Mi-
chael’s Church March 7.

Fr Michael was the speaker 
during the session, Why do we 
need a saviour?

He is from the Cathedral of 
the Holy Spirit, Penang, and has 
been involved in mission work.

Having studied and had train-
ing in clinical counselling in 
Australia from 2014 -2016, Fr 
Michael has also worked with 
addicts.

“Who is Jesus in my life?” Fr 
Michael asked.

“You must have an experience 

of God before you can tell oth-
ers the story of Jesus.

“It is always an experience 
of God that helps you turn your 
life around,” he said, adding 
that that was what the disciples 
experienced on the road to Em-
maus.

Right now, we are all lost peo-
ple, shattered and broken.

The young people have lost 
their sense of Jesus in the church 
today.

To get in touch with Jesus, we 
need to get in touch with our 
own brokenness and spiritual 
paralysis.

We have all come to know the 
mercy and compassion of Jesus.

Today there is a paralysis of 
the heart, a slavery to sin. It is 
spiritual blindness when we re-
fuse to accept that we are bro-
ken, he said.

“The first stage of any recov-
ery or healing is to accept our 
brokenness.

“The second stage is to know 
you are dependant on God.

“Sin which is Hatta in Greek, 
means moving away from God.

“Look into yourself and expe-
rience Jesus in your brokenness, 
and fill yourself with God’s love.

“I invite you to know your 
Saviour,” he said.

“God only wants us to love 
him, but many of us become 
“slaves” of God, doing things 
for the church that we think are 
necessary and at the same time 
making a name for ourselves.

“We think we have done so 
much and deserve a position (in 
church),” he said.

Jesus wants us to love one an-
other and forgive each other, as 
we are children of God.

We desire to be whole again, 
and God is more than willing to 
grant it to us.

All we need to do is open our 
hearts and lives to God, and ask 
for Jesus’ healing, he said.

Why do we need a saviour? —         
Discovering Christ programme 

BENGALURU: A parish under 
the Archdiocese of Bangalore has 
decided to follow a new set of ten 
commandments as part of its obser-
vation of the Year of the Poor.

The Don Bosco Church in Ben-
galuru will follow a simple life-
style, avoid the culture of waste, 
educate poor children, feed the 
hungry, heal the sick, support the 
imprisoned, welcome immigrants, 
provide shelter to the homeless and 
show concern for the differently 
abled and the marginalised and of-
fer employment opportunities to 
the poor.

Fr Aloysius Santiago, the pas-
tor, said these moves are the Sale-
sian parish’s response to a circular 
from Archbishop Peter Machado of 
Bangalore that declared 2020 as the 
Year of the Poor.

Fr Santiago, his assistants Frs 
Stanley George and James Sunder 
joined lay and youth representa-
tives to light the lamp as a symbol 
of opening the year.

Fr Sunder read out the action 

plan containing the ten command-
ments proposed by the archbishop 
to be observed during the year.

In his homily, the parish priest 
asked people to follow the arch-
bishop’s directives to alleviate pov-
erty in the parish. He also urged the 
people to help him educate girls in 
the new academic year.

He said the presence of the Cath-
olic community in the slums near 
the parish is to radiate God’s good-
ness to the people. He said children 
should not be deprived of quality 
education because they are poor. 
The inauguration ended with the 
recitation of the prayer for the Year 
of the Poor as given in the circular.

Archbishop Machado, in a re-
cent circular, exhorted all to imbibe 
the spirit of St Joseph, whose feast 
falls on March 19. He expressed 
the hope that the foster father of 
Jesus would “certainly inspire us to 
reach out to the poor and marginal-
ised, especially in this Year of the 
Poor in our Archdiocese.” — By                                    
C V Joseph, Matters India

Bangalore parish to follow 10 
commandments to help poor

Frs Aloysius Santiago looks on as James Sunder and Stanley George light up the lamp.

Fr Michael Raymond, OFM Cap sharing with participants at St Michael’s Church, Ipoh.

Don Bosco Church holds 
‘Differently Abled Day’Poor
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JERUSALEM: The ancient books 
of the Custody of the Holy Land 
will soon be available online, ac-
cessible to everyone, a real “treas-
ure” made up of more than 250,000 
images.

The project is not meant “to re-
member the past with nostalgia, 
but rather to ensure a future for the 
books kept on these increasingly 
technological shelves,” read the 
Custody’s website.

More than a thousand volumes, 
some ancient, stored in the General 
Library of the Custody of the Holy 
Land will be remotely accessible.

Fr Lionel Goh, director of the 
General Library of the Custody 
of the Holy Land, said that “the 
preservation of manuscripts and 
books” is important “not only for 
the content” but also for “cultural 

exchange with the Jewish and 
Muslim world.”

It allows us to reconstruct “the 
ties of the past 800 years”. In spite 
of religious and political conflicts 
in the Holy Land, these volumes 
“bear witness to dialogue through 
science, education, medicine.”

In a certain way, “these books 
and manuscripts come to define 
our Christian character in the Holy 
Land” as a “devout” people linked 
to prayer, Fr Goh explained.

Christians are “compassionate 
people who take care of the elderly 
and the sick”, making a great con-
tribution “in education and training 
of skilled workers.”

Last but not least, they do great 
work as “mediators of peace be-
tween the West and the Middle 
East.”

For Fr Goh, “These books are 
truly a bridge between cultures, 
peoples, space and time.” What 
is more, “this project is important 
because our manuscripts go back 
from the 12th to the 18th century 
and they have suffered damage 
from time and use.”

“To preserve them, we had to 
capture the images now, before 
they vanished.” Indeed, they are 
“unique” manuscripts.

Many of them are “handwritten 
and unique in the world,” includ-
ing the oldest liturgical texts “used 
by the first Franciscans of the Holy 
Land,” the most famous one being 
a chorale in three volumes (origi-
nally six) donated by King Henry 
IV of England.

Still others are volumes on “spir-
ituality” used by the friars in the 

past and “Sermons of the Church 
Fathers” as well as “scientific man-
uscripts and books on medicine 
and grammar”.

Many of these have added value 
because “they testify to the life and 
mission of the Franciscans in the 
Holy Land for the past 800 years.” 
They constitute “a bridge between 
peoples and cultures.”

Christian Media Centre project 
manager Ewa Dalicka-Witakows-
ka explains that these are texts of 
a different nature: from history 
books to works on theology, in-
cluding religious poetry and texts 
dedicated to travel and pilgrimag-
es, as well as miscellaneous docu-
ments.

The books come in 18 Eastern 
and European languages, such as 
Arabic, Armenian, Coptic, Eng-

lish, Ethiopian, French, German, 
Greek, Italian, Latin, and Turkish.

Ph.D. candidate Justyna 
Kurowska has done painstaking 
work, leafing through the books 
page by page and getting the pho-
tographer to take a picture of each, 
analysing every image and then 
putting them together in a single 
file that contains the entire volume.

For some texts, the operation 
was simple, but for others it was 
more complicated and required 
more time and care.

“The material must be handled 
with care, the fragile pages must 
be turned with care,” she says. The 
“Franciscan friars have collected 
here books dating back to the 12th 
century, either handwritten or pro-
duced with the technique of mobile 
printing.” — AsiaNews

Interreligious dialogue can help 
resolve insecurity in the Sahel

AFRICA: The Archbishop of Oua-
gadougou, Burkina Faso, Cardi-
nal Philippe Ouédraogo who is 
also President of the Symposium 
of Episcopal Conferences of Af-
rica and Madagascar (SECAM) 
has said that interreligious dialogue 
and Western nations stopping arms 
shipments to Africa, especially the 
troubled Sahel region, would go a 
long way in resolving insecurity 
concerns.

Africa’s Sahel region, especially 
Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, and 
Chad have been on the receiving 
end of recurrent terrorist attacks by 
jihadist groups.

“Interreligious dialogue holds 
a special place in the fight against 
terrorism in the Sahel. It is a major 
pivot in resolving terrorists’ attacks 

in the Sahel region in particular and 
Africa in general,” said the SECAM 
President, Cardinal Ouédraogo. He 
continued, “Interreligious dialogue 

constitutes the focus of our pastoral 
work where the different religious 
confessions, Muslim, Protestant, 
Catholic, the traditional African 

religions -whose customary chiefs 
are essentially its supporters, come 
together to reflect on the issues 
of terrorism,” explained Cardinal 
Ouédraogo. He was speaking on 
the sidelines of SECAM’s Stand-
ing Committee meeting in Kenya’s 
capital, Nairobi.

Sharing his experience of inter-
faith dialogue, Cardinal Ouedraogo 
said believers of different faiths 
could co-exist and work together. 
“It is together that we try to work, 
to manifest our unity. To work to-
gether for our living together, in 
mutual respect, in mutual listen-
ing,” the Archbishop of Burkina 
Faso’s Ouagadougou Archdiocese 
noted. He added, “We try to put 
a lot of emphasis on internal and 
external solidarity at the local, re-

gional and international level, and 
as a local proverb says, ‘one fin-
ger doesn’t pick up flour.’ It takes 
more than one finger to pick up 
flour. Hence the need to join forces. 
Both internally and externally,” the 
75-year-old Burkinabe prelate em-
phasised.

Security concerns in West Af-
rica, characterised with jihadist 
attacks have taken a heavy toll on 
human life. Church leaders have 
understandably been preoccupied 
with security issues of the African 
Sahel region. In November 2019, 
the Bishops convened the first-ever 
Inter-Conference Workshop that 
brought together Catholic prelates 
and clerics to discuss ways of end-
ing the violence on Christians. — 
Vatican News

Custody to put online volumes covering 
800 years of history that serve as cultural bridge
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VATICAN: Tensions on the border 
between Greece and Turkey are 
growing as thousands of mainly 
Syrian refugees attempt to cross 
into Europe.

On 9 March, the Catholic and 
Lutheran Bishops of Scandinavia 
issued a joint statement urging Eu-
rope’s leaders to act responsibly 
towards refugees fleeing from vio-
lence and conflict.

Seeking asylum is a human 
right, say the Bishops. They insist 
that European member States have 
both a legal and moral obligation 
to assist people escaping oppres-
sion and persecution.  

The Bishops represent the 
Catholic and Lutheran Churches 
in Denmark, Finland, Iceland, 
Norway and Sweden. The Lu-
theran World Federation website 
describes their joint statement as 
“unprecedented”. “We will never 
succeed in keeping our own coun-

tries safe and secure”, reads the 
message, “if we fail to help solve 
the situations of conflict and op-
pression, climate crisis and pov-
erty that force people to flee”.

While acknowledging that “bor-
ders cannot simply be opened” and 
that unchecked immigration is not 
a solution, the Bishops insist that 
“we are jointly responsible for 
ensuring that life can be lived in 
those countries currently beset by 
war and poverty”.

The statement also decries a 
“breakdown of belief in the future, 
a loss of universal values and hu-
man dignity, and short-sighted 
politics on all sides”.

During this season of Lent, they 
write, “our physical and mental 
boundaries are being tested by 
the spread of the new coronavirus 
and the developing refugee situa-
tion on the external borders of Eu-
rope”. According to the Bishops, 

common to both challenges is the 
need for personal and shared re-
sponsibility “irrespective of politi-

cal positions”.
Burdens should be shared and 

shouldered jointly, the Bishops 

conclude. Because, “if we fail, we 
lose our humanity”. —  Vatican 
News

Catholic and Lutheran Bishops in Scandinavia make joint 
appeal for refugees

Syrian children sit on the ground at a makeshift camp in Qatmah Feb 17, 2020. (CNS photo/Khalil Ashawi, Reuters)
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Dear children, 

In today's Gospel reading, 
Jesus cured a blind man. 
Then he showed that the 
Pharisees had another 
kind of blindness - they 
didn't see the truth that 
curing someone was more 
important than not work-
ing on the Sabbath day.

What do you think it 
would be like to be blind? 
Have you ever tried to 
walk around with a blind-
fold on? It's hard to 
tell where you're going 
and you miss out a lot of 
things going on around 
you. 

When you are blind on 
the inside, then you can't 
see where your soul is - 
or whether it's clean or 
stained from sin.

Next time you see a 
fault in someone else, 
before you say anything 
about it think about your-
self. Do you ever do wrong 
things? 

How do you want to be 
treated when you know 
you did something wrong? 
If you want to be able to 
see spirituality, you need 
to first look at your own 
faults. 

Aunty Eliz 

Fill in the blanks 

Jesus Heals a Man 
Born Blind
(John 9: 1-41) 

Answer: If this man were not from God, he would not be able to do anything. 

Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner

HERALD March 22, 2020 cHildren 15

God needed His king to be a man after His own heart. David was young, 
small, and from an obscure family and town, but he had learned to be a 
young man of character. He would be God’s choice to be Israel’s new king! 

Compare the piCture on the top with the piCture on bottom. 
CirCle the 11 things that are different
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Weekend with 
Rabboni —

A weekend well spent
KLUANG, Johor: Week-

end with Rabboni, a 
silent retreat, was 

held February 15-16 at 
Oasis. This is the second 
time this programme was 
conducted in this town. 
The silent retreat was for 
young adults between the 
ages 18 to 25. Most par-
ticipants were school stu-
dents waiting for their 
SPM results, young work-
ing adults and college stu-
dents on semester break. 

The first day began with Mass at 
10.00am. Fr Martinian Lee was the 
celebrant. Right after Mass, there 
was a short conference (briefing) with 
Matthew Wee – the animator for the 
weekend. Handouts were given to all 
the participants to guide them. In the 
briefing, they were guided on how 
to effectively meditate on the words 
given. The first encounter was with 
SOLOMON – An excellent model for 
the retreatants (1 kings 3:5-15). After 
the points of prayer, they met their 
spiritual directors. 

When lunch was over, they had 
a second briefing, a handout of the 
topic MARY – Woman Of Consolation 
(Lk 1:26-28). The briefing was about 
spiritual consolation, the spirit of truth 
and the spirit of deceit. After the brief-
ing, the retreatants were asked to find 
a comfortable place to encounter and 
meditate in silence on the words giv-
en. When they were ready, they would 
speak to their spiritual directors.

After dinner, the third conference 

started at 8.00pm. Here, there was 
a discussion about the desolation of 
DAVID (2 Sam 11:1-17) as well as 
a discussion about the domino effect 
that can happen when one does not 
have self-control while in desolation. 
This was the last conference for the 
day and again everyone meditated in 
silence on the Word given before they 
had a personal session with their spir-
itual directors.

On the last day, the final briefing 
started after breakfast. The last en-
counter was about PAUL – PETER & 
JOHN (Rom 12:9-21, Acts 3:1-10). 
For this session, they reflected on how 

the spirit guides everyone day to day. 
The silent retreat ended with Holy 

Mass, lunch and a group photo ses-
sion. 

The model for this Weekend with 
Rabonni was taken from the Ignatian 
discernment by St Ignatius of Loyola 
(1491-1556) which is his own unique 
way of Catholic discernment. The 
main focus of this silent retreat was 
spiritual desolation and spiritual con-
solation. 

Spiritual desolation from St Igna-
tius of Loyola, the Fourth Rule of his 
Spiritual Exercises, contains attributes 
such as darkness of the soul and the 

feeling of hopelessness. According to 
St Ignatius of Loyola, spiritual consola-
tion gives us a palpable experience 
of God’s love. Spiritual consolation 
and desolation are parts of the spir-
itual life that we all experience as we 
grow and develop in faith; we are 
always shuttling between consolation 
and desolation and neither one lasts 
forever. 

During this programme, the retrea-
tants also learnt how to differentiate 
between the two. In addition to that, 
they learned about spiritual discern-
ment where they used a series of spir-
itual exercises to discern life choices 
and focus on noticing God in all as-
pects of life. 

“Personally, by the end of this silent 
retreat, I felt like a new person. I could 
see a different perspective in my life 
which I once thought impossible. I 
have learned to understand and be at 
peace with myself and learn to control 
my feelings. There were many things 
for me to take home and reflect upon 
despite the retreat only being for two 
days. I wish this silent retreat was a 
day or two longer as I felt that it was 
somewhat rushed and compacted. It 
would also have been better if we had 
more spiritual directors to cater to the 
large group of participants. 

“Nevertheless, I think the pro-
gramme has achieved its goal in spite 
of the limitations. In conclusion, Week-
end with Rabboni was a weekend 
truly well spent and I would definitely 
like to invite anyone who has not ex-
perienced a silent retreat to give it a 
chance at least once. And I can prom-
ise you that you will not regret it!” — 
By R. Emmanuel

The youths with Fr Martinian Lee.
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Creativity and discipleship 
go hand-in-hand

SHAH ALAM: “A diamond 
forms under high pressure; we 
too glorify the greatness of the 
grace of the Lord when we suf-
fer more for Him,” said Nicholas 
Lye, seminarian.

“We are all called to disciple-
ship. But did you know that an 
element of creativity is important 
in this calling? Music, art and 
craft, and dance are some ways 
in which we can learn more about 
our God and cultivate disciple-
ship,” he added.

In February 2020, the Church 
of the Divine Mercy’s (CDM) 
Youth Ministry organised a one-
day workshop aimed at showing 
the participants that creativity 

and discipleship go hand-in-hand. 
The speaker for the workshop 
was Nicholas Lye, a seminarian 
from St Francis Xavier Major 
Seminary in Singapore.

The workshop kicked off with 
an ice-breaking session that 
helped our young participants get 
to know one another better. The 
first session was about knowing 
where each of us stands in our 
faith and what our goal is where 
our faith is concerned. Bro Lye 
also explained about the three el-
ements of discipleship — silence, 
trust and obedience.

Our second session focused 
on discovering our true identity 
given by God. This may be differ-

ent from the identity that we our-
selves or others give us. Here the 
youths were broken into smaller 
groups to share their thoughts on 
their own identity. 

In our third session we were 
called to look at our relationship 
with God and challenge ourselves 
by answering the question – who 
do we say He is? 

Towards the end of the pro-
gramme, our participants had the 
chance to experience something 
new. They were called to experi-
ence God while listening to one 
of Mozart’s concertos. They then 
drew out images of their experi-
ence and shared it with one an-
other.

The final session, after dinner, 
was origami! We sat together as 
Bro Lye taught us to fold a paper 
diamond. He explained that just 
like diamonds that form under 
high pressure, we too glorify God 
when we suffer more for Him. 

It was a long day of soul-
searching and growing our rela-
tionship with God, with lots of 
creativity thrown in. The work-
shop ended at 9.00pm with a 
group photoshoot and self-evalu-
ation on our true identity. — By 
Dorothy YeongThe youths of Divine Mercy Church with seminarian Bro Nicholas Lye.

The youths trying to fold the paper into diamond as Bro Nicholas Lye looks on.

With their diamond origami.

SANDAKAN: The Star of Yahweh Cov-
enant Community (SYCC) once again spent 
their monthly fellowship with the Christian 
students from Maktab Rendah Sains MARA 
(MRSM) and Sekolah Seni Sandakan for the 
sake of love and kindness towards others. 

As usual, the young and old in the commu-
nity worked together hand in hand to make 
the monthly programme run smoothly. This 
is one way for the SYCC to minister to other 
communities in our church as well as to be 
close with one another.

This time, we highlighted those behind the 
scenes of this programme. We formed two 
groups; the seniors and youths who each have 
their own tasks. 

Early in the morning, the senior men were 
busy arranging chairs at the hall while the 
women were busy cooking for the students. 
The youth were busy preparing the music in-
struments and setting up the LCD for the sing-
ing, praising, games and group sharing.

This fellowship programme started more 
than five years ago. SYCC reaches out to the 
young, especially to those students who are 
far from their families and thirst for Christ’s 
love. It is also an opportunity to teach them 
how to give without receiving and the impor-
tance of being light in the dark world. Acts 
2:39 says, “For God’s promise was made to 
you and your children, and to all who are far 
away-all whom the Lord our God calls to 
himself.”

Phillip Mosinoh, the elder of SYCC, said 
this is one of the visions and missions of the 

Sandakan Diocese — to share the good news 
to others. At the same time, to build a good 
formation for the students spiritually by not 
only giving them food to eat but spiritual food 
as well.

Veronica Chai, one of the ladies in the com-
munity said, “Doing this kind of service and 
having a happy time in the community where-
by we work together, sharing and supporting 
one another with Christ’s love, is indeed won-
derful.”

Timothy James, one of the SYCC youths, 
was glad to give his very best for the Lord 
when doing this kind of service for the stu-
dents. “It has been always a privilege to help 
and care for the students. It is through God’s 
grace that I am able to spread His love for the 
students. I am blessed and glad that there is a 

feeling of joy to do God’s work. I am called to 
give ONE MORE for Him.”

The students enjoyed the fun activities car-
ried out by the SYCC youths; the praising and 

singing, as well as the games, building the re-
lationships between them, and the devotional 
time gave them the opportunity to ask spiritu-
al questions. — By Susanna Cordova

SYCC, MRSM and Sekolah Seni students gather for a day fellowship.

Reaching out with the 
love of Christ

SYCC youths leading the praising and singing during the fellowship.Group sharing and faith formation.



11th Anniversary         
M. M. Chandapillai

1st Anniversary         
In Loving Memory of

“Darling Papa, We miss you.             
We are comforted with the 

thought that you are always 
watching over us. We are truly 

doing our best to make you 
proud of us and to live up to all 
that you had wanted for us. Your 
sacrifice and unconditional love 

are always in our minds and 
hearts and for that, we thank you 

Papa. We love and miss you.”
Always 

Your Family

Deeply missed and 
forever cherished by 
Joseph, Michael and 

Marie Ong.

Departed: 11-03-2009

Yvonne Yeoh Siew Lay
Born: 07-09-1959 

Departed: 22-03-2019

Thanksgiving 
to  St Pio

I thank you St Pio for the 
abundant blessings, graces 
and protection bestowed 
upon my family and me 
during the course of my 
life. These graces and 
blessings were received 
through your intercession 
to Our Lord Jesus Christ.   
St Pio, you were my 
guardian and light during 
the darkest moments of my 
life. I am eternally grateful.

All honour and Glory 
to Our Lord Jesus Christ 
forever. Amen.

— M. M. Chandapillai 
(Alex). Born: 28.7.1928. 
Returned to the Lord: 
11.3.2009

m E m o R i A m

HERALD March 22, 2020 23

          

Dearly missed and               
always remembered by 

Family Members,       
Relatives and                         

all Loved Ones.
Rest in Peace.

4th Year Memorial                                
In Precious Memory 

of Our Beloved

Dominic John 
Chirayil                         

Departed: 21-03-2016

Casket Paradise
& Funeral Care Sdn. Bhd.(311899-W)

* Specialised In Christian Funerals
* Exclusive Handmade And Polished Wooden Casket
* Restoration And Cosmetology
* British Trained & Qualified MBIE Embalming Service (Only One 

In Malaysia)
* Member Of The European Association Of Embalmers
* Private Chapel Of Rest And Coldroom Facilities
*   Economical, Budget Planned & 24 hrs Service

PERSONAL ATTENTION AT ALL TIMES

TEL: 03-2148 5776, 2148 4855                            
FAX: 03-2143 1442

19B, Jalan Lapangan Terbang Lama,                        
50460 Kuala Lumpur.

H/P: 012-333 4899 / 012-333 4646 / 019-7775537

Thanksgiving 
Prayers

SINGAPORE: Sr Tarcisius Leong, 
FMDM (fondly known as Sr 
Tarcie) died at age 96 on March 6 
at Assisi Hospice.

The daughter of the first Melaka 
governor Tun Leong Yew Koh, Sr 
Tarcie was born in 1924 as Irene 
Leong in Batu Gajah, Perak. She 
was the first Asian to join the 
FMDM Sister in Singapore at the 
age of 26.

She entered the Novitiate on 
August 22, 1951 and made her 
first profession in 1953 and sub-
sequently her final profession on 
December 18, 1958.

After her initial two-and-half 
years of religious formation, Sr 
Tarcie trained as a nurse in the UK 
before returning to Singapore in 
1958 as a Senior Registered Nurse 
and Midwife.

Sr Tarcie was a very talented 
seamstress and she prepared bed-
sheets, pillowcases and blankets 
for patients, adding the little touch-
es of matching embroidery designs 
so as to give patients a sense of 
home during their stay at the hos-
pital.

She was known for her hard 
work and unwavering commit-
ment to her duties and responsibili-
ties that were consistently carried 
out with a strong sense of values 
towards doing what is ‘right’.

As one nun put it: “She was strict 
yet kind in her approach.”

As the Postulant Directress, she 
imbued in her new sisters a love 
for the Congregation and passed 
on the spirit and charism of the 
FMDM community, introducing to 
them the basics of religious life, the 
values and the life of St. Francis.

According to one of the sisters, 
her young postulants were inspired 
by her dedication in prayer and 
community.

Beyond her work at the hospital, 
she inspired many with her mis-
sionary zeal and sense of adventure 
which led her to volunteer to work 
in China’s Kinmen Island  1975-
1981 and later to Ethiopia in 1985 
to do some relief work for a year.

Her love for the poor inspired 
her to volunteer to serve in one of 

our century’s worst famine crisis 
in the Tigra Valley of Ethiopia. 
This famine claimed over a million 
lives. 

In 1987 she was part of a group 
of FMDM sisters who spearhead-
ed the founding of a small FMDM 
community in Plentong. 

While at Majodi, she was the 
sister-in-charge for the research 
work and re-setting up of the Plen-
tong community and was the lo-
cal leader of the community from 
1988-1990.

During the visit of Sr Briege Mc 
Kenna, OSC and Fr Kevin Scal-
lon, CM to Majodi Centre in 1994, 
Sr Tarcie accompanied the two 
preachers while they conducted 
retreats for priests and the laity on 

the Healing Power. She was the 
co-organiser of the event and was 
also the aide-de-camp (ADC) for 
Sr Briege Mc Kenna, OSC.

She was also responsible for 
setting up a free medical clinic at 
Majodi. Known as Majodi Medical 
Services Society, her team accom-
panied with nurses and a doctor 
would go to the various old folks 
homes to provide free medical aid 
to the inmates there.

She also served in Majodi Cat-
echetical Board and was for a short 
time special assistant to Bishop 
James Chan.

She was one of the advisors to 
the committee that was responsible 
in setting up Graceville – home for 
the retired priests.

In the 1990s she attended the 
RCIA Seminar at Majodi and re-
ceived her training before becom-
ing a coordinator. Later she led the 
RCIA team at the Sacred Heart 
Cathedral.

Sr Claudia Lee, FMDM, de-
scribed Sr Tarcie as an amazing 
woman who was so adaptable in 
responding to the signs of the times 
and really game for anything.

In 1995, at the age of 71, Sr 
Tarcie left for Singapore where 
she provided her pastoral presence 
and compassionate care for the pa-
tients at Assisi Hospice’s Day Care 
Centre. With the spirit of someone 
young-at-heart, she gave her all at 

the Centre and participated fully in 
all the exercises, games and other 
activities with the patients.

Like the flowers that bloomed in 
her care, Sr Tarcie touched many 
hearts with her spirit of love, joy 
and enthusiasm in everything she 
did, enriching the souls of many 
who knew her.

The wake was held in St. Fran-
cis Convent from March 7 – 10. 
The funeral Mass was held at the 
Church of the Holy Spirit, Singa-
pore on March 10.

A number of religious, priests 
and relatives of Sr. Tarcie were pre-
sent during the funeral Mass.

Streams of visitors came to pay 
their last respects to Sr Tarcie at 
the wake. Also present was Arch-
bishop William Goh, who was in 
attendance.

The funeral Mass was celebrated 
by Friar Derrick Yap, OFM, and 
concelebrated with Frs Anthony 
Ho, Cary Chan and Eugene Vaz.

In her eulogy, a fellow FMDM 
nun, Sr Jacinta Kow said, “She was 
one who was young at heart and 
participated fully in all the activi-
ties of the Day Care Centre with 
the patients – exercises, games, 
etc. She was loved by the staff and 
volunteers who saw in Sr Tarcie a 
dependable, steadfast and reliable 
person they could call on at any 
time for support.” — By Vincent 
D’Silva

Sr Tarcie, first Asian FMDM nun dies at age 96

The late Sr Tarcisius Leong, FMDM
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DILI: Pope Francis’ plan to visit Indonesia and 
neighbouring Timor-Leste and Papua New 
Guinea in September is expected to be called 
off because of the coronavirus outbreak.

The Vatican’s representative to Timor-Leste 
told reporters in Dili on March 11 that the 
Pope’s visit to the tiny nation has been can-
celled due to the fast-spreading pandemic.

Monsignor Marco Sprizzi, chargé d’affaires 
of the apostolic nunciature, said Francis had in-
dicated his willingness to visit Timor-Leste this 
year but was concerned about large crowds, 
“because he did not want his people affected 
by the coronavirus, he canceled his visit.”

The Vatican has never confirmed that the 
Pope would visit Indonesia, Timor-Leste and 
Papua New Guinea this year.

Francis’ wish to visit the region was revealed 
by Yahya Cholil Staquf, secretary-general of 
Nahdlatul Ulama, Indonesia’s largest Islamic 
organisation, following a meeting with the 
Pope on Jan 15.

Staquf, who was in Rome to attend an Abra-
hamic Faiths Initiative meeting which gathered 

Christian, Jewish and Muslim leaders, said that 
Pope Francis planned to visit the three coun-
tries in September.

The only foreign travel confirmed by the 
Vatican for the Pope this year is a May 31 day 
trip to Malta, but that is expected to be called 
off after Malta on March 10 barred all air traf-

fic to and from Italy.
In late January, Indonesian President Joko 

Widodo extended an official invitation to Pope 
Francis to visit the Muslim-majority country.

In his letter, Widodo said he had been in-
formed about the Pope’s plan to visit the coun-
try. “With that regard, I am delighted to extend 

to the Holy Father, as the spiritual head of the 
Catholic Church, an official invitation to be our 
guest,” Widodo wrote.

He said a papal visit would further strength-
en bonds between Christians and Muslims in 
Indonesia.

“His Excellency’s visit would provide very 
good momentum in strengthening friendship 
and cooperation for the sake of our mutual 
benefit,” Widodo wrote. “Please accept, Holy 
Father, the assurances of my highest esteem.”

A 53-year-old British tourist has become the 
first Covid-19 death in Indonesia, international 
media have reported.

The woman already had several underlying 
health conditions including diabetes, hyperthy-
roidism, hypertension and a cardio-pulmonary 
condition.

She arrived in Bali on Feb 29 and tested 
negative to thermal sensors at the airport, but 
within a few days, she had symptoms consist-
ent with coronavirus. She had contracted the 
virus abroad and died in Bali’s Sanglah Hospi-
tal. — ucanews.org

Pope’s visit to Indonesia 
and Timor-Leste cancelled

Evangelisation: Catholics in China
We pray that the Church in China may persevere in 

its faithfulness to the Gospel and grow in unity.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

Timor-Leste bishops and priest with laypeople. (UCA News/Thomas Ora)

Pray for governments to make hard decisions about coronavirus
VATICAN: Pope Francis asked people to pray 
for government officials and leaders who are 
tasked with making critical decisions and tak-
ing drastic measures that may make people 
unhappy.

Each day at his livestreamed morning Mass, 
the Pope has been dedicating each liturgy to 
people affected by the coronavirus pandemic.

“Let us keep praying together for the ill, 
their relatives, for parents with children at 
home, but most of all I would ask that you 
pray for authorities,” the Pope said at the be-
ginning of the Mass March 12.

Government authorities, he said, “must 
make decisions and many times they have to 
decide on measures that the people do not like. 
But it is for our own good.”

Many times these officials “feel alone, not 
understood,” he said. “Let us pray for our gov-
erning leaders who have to make decisions on 
these measures, that they feel accompanied by 

people’s prayers.”
The Italian government announced March 

11 new measures, in effect at least until March 
25, mandating the complete closure across 
the country of all commercial and retail busi-
nesses except for grocery stores, drug stores, 
tobacco shops, gas stations, newsstands and 
banks. Factories and farms were required to 
adopt increased measures to maintain worker 
safety. Essential services such as utilities, pub-
lic transportation and the post office, would 
still be functioning with safety protocols in 
place.

The stricter measures came as the number 
of new cases and deaths related to the virus 
continued to spike. At least 800 people have 
died and there are currently at least 10,000 
known cases of infection, according to the 
Italian health ministry March 11.

In his homily at the Mass, the Pope reflected 
on the problem of indifference — when peo-

ple are very well informed and aware of bad 
things happening around them but the news 
doesn’t “reach the heart” or move them with 
compassion.

Such indifference is displayed in the day’s 
Gospel story (Lk 16:19-31) of Lazarus, the 
poor man, at the rich man’s door — a man 
who dined sumptuously each day and did not 
even share the scraps.

The rich man was “very, very informed, but 
his heart was closed. Information did not reach 
the heart of this rich man; he was not able to 
be moved by others’ ordeals,” the Pope said.

“This happens to us, too,” he said. “We all 
know — because we hear it on the news or in 
the papers — how many children suffer from 
hunger today in the world, how many children 
don’t have the medicine they need, how many 
can’t go to school.”

People know, but they dismiss it as some-
how part of life and go on with their own lives 

because “this information does not reach the 
heart,” he said.

What people think, know and feel are all 
detached from each other, he said. “The heart 
is cut off from the head; they are indifferent.”

“Perhaps even those of us here in Rome, 
we are worried because the stores are closed” 
and experience other inconveniences, “and 
we forget about the starving children, we for-
get those poor people at the nations’ borders 
seeking freedom, these forced migrants who 
are fleeing from hunger and war and only find 
walls, a wall made of iron, barbed wire.”

“We live in indifference,” he said, the indif-
ference of being “well informed but not feel-
ing other people’s reality.”

The Pope asked that people pray for the 
grace of not becoming indifferent, that “all 
the information of human pain that we have 
reaches the heart and moves us to do some-
thing for others.” — By Carol Glatz, CNS

Indian-origin Suella Braverman appointed as UK’s attorney general
LONDON: Indian-origin Suella Braverman, 
appointed the UK’s new Attorney General in 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s re-
shuffled Cabinet earlier this month, was for-
mally sworn in for the post at a ceremony at 
the Royal Courts of Justice in London.

The 39-year-old minister, a barrister and 
Cambridge University law graduate who 
specialised in public law and judicial review, 
said her priority will be to restore confidence 
in the justice system.

“It is a privilege to be sworn in as attorney 
general and a moment I will cherish as the 
second woman to be appointed to this histor-
ic role,” said Braverman after the ceremony.

“Restoring confidence in the criminal jus-
tice system is my top priority. I want to thank 
my predecessor for his work in this area and 

his distinguished service to government,” 
she said, in reference to the previous Attor-
ney General Geoffrey Cox.

Robert Buckland, the Lord Chancellor and 
UK Secretary of State for Justice, welcomed 
the new incumbent to the “vital and historic 
role” as the chief legal adviser for the gov-
ernment.

“The relationship between the law officers 
and the lord chancellor is a crucial one. I look 
forward to working closely with the attorney 
on matters relating to the rule of law, which 
is the cornerstone of our democracy and a 
major factor in our success as a civilised and 
prosperous nation,” said Robert Buckland.

Braverman’s role will involve overseeing 
the work of the law officers’ departments, 
which include the independent prosecuting 
authorities, the Crown Prosecution Service 
(CPS) and the Serious Fraud Office.

Braverman, MP for Fareham in south-east 

England since 2015, has been a vocal sup-
porter of Brexit and previously served as a 
minister in the erstwhile Department for Ex-
iting the European Union.

As a former member of the Attorney Gen-
eral’s panel of treasury counsel, she has de-
fended the UK Home Office in immigration 
cases in the past.

Braverman, whose maiden name is Suella 
Fernandes, was born in London to migrant 
parents from Kenya and Mauritius with roots 
in Goa and South India. She studied law at 
Queen’s College, University of Cambridge, 
and went on to complete a Master’s in law 
from the University of Paris. She is the first 
female Attorney General to be appointed 
by a Conservative Party government. —                        
Matters India

Suella Braverman


